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Presidents Message

The new year is fast approaching. We have
all made it through another selling
season. For once, we had cold weather on
multiple days here in the Shenandoah

Valley. I must say it felt good to wear more than a T-shirt when selling
trees this year. Plus, rain showers have brightened the hopes for better
seedling viability.
 
The association’s Strategic Planning session is fast approaching. We last
conducted this event with Greg Lemmer facilitating the meeting. It’s
important for the group to convene to discuss “What do we want to do
when we grow up?" Our operations, our lives, the world we live in-have
all changed during that period. We’re so far post-COVID it’s hard to
remember life as we knew it before the Ick. The planning session gives
us a chance to be open with our members about what is important,
what is not, how can we come together to support the industry and
much more. 
 
Cheers-
Ryan

Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association
Delivers Trees and Wreaths to Virginia’s

https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/80e25c92-0537-408d-8c62-88542b370c60.pdf
http://www.itschristmaskeepitreal.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=fc7b1b95-a1ea-48ae-862a-a16037f36901


Executive Mansion
 
Governor Glenn Youngkin received Christmas trees and wreaths today
from the Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association [virginiachristmastrees.org] (VCTGA) to help decorate
Virginia’s Executive Mansion for the holidays. A 12-foot and a 14-foot
Fraser Fir tree and several wreaths were delivered by Clouse’s Pine Hill
Farm owners, Ron and Roberta Clouse, their son, VCTGA President
Ryan Clouse, and granddaughters, Marissa and Rebekah Clouse.
Following the presentation, Governor Youngkin presented the Clouse
family and the VCTGA with a proclamation naming December as
Virginia Christmas Tree Month.

"Thank you to the Clouse family and the Virginia Christmas Tree
Growers Association for the beautiful Virginia Grown Christmas trees
and wreaths that will decorate the Executive Mansion this holiday
season," said Governor Glenn Youngkin. " As part of the
Commonwealth's agriculture and forestry industries, Christmas tree
farming is an important contributor to Virginia’s economy, and we are
proud to display this locally grown greenery.”

“Virginia Christmas tree farmers grow cypress, fir, pine, and spruce, on
nearly 10,000 acres in the Commonwealth, for wholesale, retail, and
choose-and-cut customers. Visiting a Christmas tree farm provides a
great opportunity to contribute to enterprising Virginia businesses and
supports local farmers,” said Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry
Matthew Lohr.

There are more than 480 Christmas tree farms in Virginia and on
average they generate around $25 million in sales each year. Grayson,
Loudoun, Culpeper, Floyd, and Scott counties are the state’s leading
counties in production acreage. The Commonwealth ranks eighth
nationally in Christmas tree production.

“Virginia Christmas tree growers help to ensure the sustainability of
the state’s Christmas trees, as for every tree harvested, two to three
seedlings are planted in its place," said Joseph Guthrie, Commissioner
of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. "I
encourage consumers to keep it real this year and visit a Virginia
Christmas tree farm and support local agriculture."

Search for Virginia Christmas tree growers online
at VirginiaGrown.com [d1set0hpjj25p.cloudfront.net] or
at https://virginiachristmastrees.org [virginiachristmastrees.org].
Along with choose-and-cut and pre-cut trees, many farms also sell
fresh-made wreaths, garlands, holiday greenery, roping, centerpieces
and tree stands. Some offer special touches for a memorable family
experience such as hot beverages, holiday treats and Christmas shops.
Customers should call ahead to confirm availability, hours of operation
and any safety requirements.
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Michael Wallace

Director of Communications

Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Phone: 804.786.1904

Mobile: 804.205.6230

Website: www.vdacs.virginia.gov [vdacs.virginia.gov]

E-mail: michael.wallace@vdacs.virginia.gov

Address: 102 Governor Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219

The Trees have arrived! Governor Younkin, Ryan, Marissa and Rebekah Clouse
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Governor Youngkin, Ron Clouse, Ryan Clouse and Marissa Clouse

Left to right: Beth Green, Ron clouse, Roberta Clouse, Marissa Clouse, Governor
Youngkin



Left to right: Commissioner of Virginia Dept of Ag and Consumer Services, Joseph
Guthrie, Ryan Clouse, Rebekah Clouse, Dept of Ag & Forest Special Assistant,
Beth Green.

From Left to right: Ryan Clouse, Rebekeh Clouse, Chief Deputy Secretary Beth
Green, Governor Younkingkin, Dept of Ag & Forest Special Assistant Josie Rao,
Roberta Clouse, Ron Clouse, Marissa Clouse



Governor Youngkin presented the Proclamation to The Clouse's and VCTGA
naming December as Virginia Christmas Tree Month.
Left to right: Marissa Clouse, Rebekah Clouse, Governor Youngkin, Ryan Clouse,
Ron Clouse, Roberta Clouse



Thank You Della Deal and Rodney Richardson for
making this all happen! Just beautiful!



Come One – Come All!
It’s time to hear from you!

The VCTGA board is inviting all members to participate in
a Strategic Planning Meeting this January. We want to
make sure the vision and offerings of the association are
aligned with the interests and needs of our members.



Topics for discussion will include:

o Membership fees and member benefits
o Educational topics and meeting formats
o VCTGA branding and marketing
o Tree and Wreath contest organization
o Scholarship fundraising and distribution
o (Anything else that comes up!)

The board is tasked with leading the organization through
these issues and we want your input!
Mark your calendars for:
Saturday, January 11th and plan to join us for lunch and
roundtable discussion.

WHEN: Saturday, January 11th, 10:00-2:00

WHERE: Houff Corporation, 97 Railside Drive, Weyers
Cave, VA 24486

Please RSVP LeeAnn at
secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org, by Wednesday
Jan.8, 2025 if you plan to attend so that we can plan
lunch accordingly. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!

mailto:secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org


Click Here to go to Website

Thank You! Robert O'Keeffe and Jeff Gregson for
planning this memorial in Honor of Jeff Miller from the
VCTGA.

For the next 5 years VCTGA will donate a cut tree to the
Hahn Garden, VA Tech, Blacksburg in Jeff's Memory.
This years tree was donated by Robert O'Keeffe.

This Tree and Plaque will bring wonderful memories of
Jeff to his many gardening friends.

http://fraserknoll.com/






Click Pursell Ad for full-size ad and Here for link to their website

VCTGA 2025 Dues
Don't forget to send in your 2025 Dues

Click Here for Dues Form

Please fill out form and mail with check for $125.00 to:
VCTGA
LeeAnn Seeley
P.O. Box 315
Woolwine, VA 24185

Invoices will be mailed as well to mail a check

Dues can also be paid on our website:
www.virginiachristmastrees.org

https://pursellmfg.com/
https://pursellmfg.com/
https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/b41bf9fb-da47-4e06-902f-85d1b5d4f21b.pdf
https://virginiachristmastrees.org/annual-dues/


Bobby Clark

Real Christmas Tree Board 2025 Webinar Series
January 14, 2025 - January 28, 2025
Registration Deadline: January 27, 2025 - 11:59PM
Webinar
Contact: Bill Lindberg at lindbe35@msu.edu or 616-438-2738.

Real Christmas Tree Board Webinar Series
The Real Christmas Tree Board 2025 Winter Webinar Series Agenda

Free Webinar Series

Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2025
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. ET

Christmas tree experts will discuss current research projects funded by The
Real Christmas Tree Board. Topics will include cone removal (Jan 14th),
and Phytophthora root rot (Jan 28th). Single registration allows access to
each webinar event.
COST: FREE, but registration is required

Webinar Topics/Agenda

Jan 14th, 2025
“The theory and practice of reducing cone formation in Fraser fir" Dr. Bert
Cregg, Michigan State University 

Fraser fir precious cone formation causes many issues for Christmas tree



farmers. Cones are a photosynthetic sink and when large numbers are
present can reduce vegetative growth. In addition, cones are not persistent,
and after breaking down leave unappealing stalks on the tree. Hand
removal of cones is expensive, due to the high amount of manual labor
involved. In addition, worker safety issues may arise due to the use of
ladders to remove cones on tall trees. 

Plant growth regulators have been tested to prevent the formation of
reproductive buds and thereby prevent the formation of cones. Other
experiments tested the use of caustic materials applied to cones to
chemically eliminate them. Experimental results will be discussed, showing
how these products may be able to reduce the use of labor to physically
remove cones. . 

Jan 28th, 2025
Keys to managing Phytophthora root rot in Christmas tree plantations
Phytophthora root rot (PRR) can be a devastating disease for Christmas tree
production resulting in high mortality rates of trees during any stage of
production. This webinar will outline the mechanisms of PRR spreading,
damage and signs of PRR infected trees, and what key management steps
growers can take to manage PRR in their Christmas tree fields.

Note - Applications for pesticide credits for these sessions has been
requested. 
Registration for Real Christmas Tree Webinar Series is open.
Registration closes at 11:59 p.m. ET on January 27, 2025.

Register

https://events.anr.msu.edu/RCTBwinter25/


H. Grant Troop, CPAg/CCA
Regional Sales Agronomist: (717) 278-7794
www.AgXplore.com

Let's Welcome

Michael and Fredrica Donner
Loudoun, VA
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Click Here to go to website

 

*Website News*

For those who still may have questions on navigating their
website, please click on the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2QWjYCR3vw

Greenbug recommends to email them for any
updating to your page.
admin@greenbugmarketing.com if you need any help or
edits, especially for those that are not tech savvy. We will
complete those edits within 48 hours.

You can also reach Rodrigo at the contact info below.

Rodrigo Lagdameo
Owner
www.GreenbugMarketing.com
(855) 255-8398 x 700
(301) 789-7813 Cell

http://boschsnursery.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2QWjYCR3vw
mailto:admin@greenbugmarketing.com
http://www.greenbugmarketing.com


 
 

Click Here to go to website

 

https://www.kelcomaine.com/


ALPHA NURSERIES: Click on their ad above to open a full-size PDF
copy.

Click here to go to their website

 

Exclusive New VCTGA Facebook Group for Members Only
A new VCTGA membership benefit was introduced at our annual conference in
Natural Bridge by Ryan Clouse – a VCTGA Facebook Group!
This is different from a regular Facebook page, in that what you post only goes to

http://www.alphanurseries.com/


other VCTGA Group members. Ask a question, offer tips, new resources, post photos,
etc.
Ryan is also setting up a resource clearinghouse page for Extension Publications,
PowerPoint presentations from VCTGA meetings, and other information that will help
you be a more successful/profitable Christmas tree business.
To Join:

1. Log into your Facebook profile.
2. Enter “Virginia Christmas Tree Growers” in the search box at the top left of the

page.
3. Click the Groups tab to see a list of groups related to your search term.
4. As above, click on the name of the group to learn more, or click Join to become

a member of the group.
5. You will have to wait for your membership request to be approved.

For additional info or help, contact Ryan Clouse rclouse@mafc.com or LeeAnn Seeley,
secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

Did You Use "It's Christmas! Keep It Real!"?

 

 

Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association
540-382-7310
Secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

Connect with us

  

It's Christmas! Keep It Real! - Virginia Grown!

Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association | PO Box 315 | Woolwine, VA 24185-0315 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:rclouse@mafc.com
mailto:secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
mailto:Secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
http://www.virginiachristmastrees.org
https://www.facebook.com/VCTGA/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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