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Presidents Message
I write this message after attending the Virginia
Forestry Association’s annual meeting. Our
association members have a common bond over
conifers with one huge difference-their trees grow
20-30 yrs+ until they’re harvested. Stewardship was

a theme in every VFA session-taking care of the trees, taking care of the land
and taking care of the people around you. When you keep the long view in
mind, the day to day activities take on new importance. The busy world pushes
our focus away from nurturing. We have to maintain a focus on the day-to-day
nurturing to be good stewards for the long term.
 
One speaker shared this anecdote “Foresters, dentists and doctors are all
professionals. They deal with making mistakes differently. Doctors can bury
their mistakes. Dentists can pull their mistakes. Foresters watch theirs
grow.” So true when we look at the price of seedlings, fuel and labor. It’s easy
to let some trees grow in hopes they will make a marketable tree. In reality a
little horizontal pruning was needed years before to alleviate the mistakes that
continue to grow.
 
We as an association have a challenge ahead of us-new grower
stewardship. Anyone who’s harvested one crop will tell you it took more time
and more money. It can be discouraging when there are so many factors new
growers face. The Facebook group pages serve as a sounding board for/from
growers across the country. Developing that strong relationship with your
neighboring farm can make a huge difference in getting the harvests into
successive years. We as the Christmas Tree industry want to grow marketable
Christmas Trees not marketable saw logs. Those personal conversations amongst
growers can make the difference in the quality of trees our growers harvest. 
 
Annual meeting plans are being finalized now. We’re excited to have tours
scheduled with Haven Wood Farm in Berryville and Mountain View Christmas
Tree Farm in Woodstock. You’ll tour farms of one of our newest members and

https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/80e25c92-0537-408d-8c62-88542b370c60.pdf
http://www.itschristmaskeepitreal.com


also a farm from a veteran grower. Perspectives from each grower at different
stages in their careers can provide just the right spark to address one of the
challenges you’re facing.

Cheers-
Ryan Clouse
President

VCTGA Annual Meeting August 3-5, 2023
  Millwood Station  Winchester, VA

 
It’s been a while since we’ve met in Winchester and our program team can’t
wait to unveil our new format for 2023. Many of our members enjoy being on
other member farms so this year we are planning two farm tours with a daylong
meeting sandwiched in between the farm visits.

We will start off our agenda with a visit to Haven Wood Farm, LLC on Thursday
afternoon, August 3 followed by a social and dinner at the farm. We are so
grateful to Eric Biebighauser for hosting our meeting kickoff at their farm.

On Friday we will have an all-day meeting at Millwood Station in Winchester.
The day will be packed with a great program, tree and wreath contest, a
luncheon with Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry Matt Lohr, and our annual
scholarship auction to conclude the day’s scheduled events.

Our Saturday Farm tour will be generously hosted by the Rhoades family at
Mountainview Farm in Edinburg. They are longtime growers and members of our
association. We will conclude our three-day event there with lunch and travel
home. 

Please take a look at the program and registration information included in this
newsletter for all the details. You won’t want to miss this meeting!! 

Click Here for Meeting Program

Click Here for Meeting Registration Form

Click Here for Tree Wreath Contest Entry Form

Click Here to register on website

If you are registering on the website paying with Square, please
print out the Meeting Registration Form and mail to address below.

Please Mail Registration Form and check to VCTGA PO Box

https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/e10f411e-68f9-49f2-9106-e261b898957a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/e10f411e-68f9-49f2-9106-e261b898957a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/dafe2ab1-f375-4c24-9f41-f090232ac753.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/68637990-1fa4-46eb-abad-1a84f66ca1c6.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/4b198f92-b336-4776-9c9b-3dce0ee8e745.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/8877dea5701/4b198f92-b336-4776-9c9b-3dce0ee8e745.pdf
http://virginiachristmastrees.org
http://virginiachristmastrees.org


315, Woolwine, VA 24185

Thank You!

Christmas Tree Day at the Capitol
 

On a unseasonably warm Thursday, February 16, 2023 an enthusiastic group
converged on the Virginia State Capitol to promote the Virginia Christmas tree
industry. The group marked the completion of a promotional endeavor
partnering VCTGA (Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association), MRACTGA
(Mount Rogers Area Christmas Tree Growers Association), and FFA
representatives from Grayson County. VCTGA president Ryan Clouse, Phil
Woods, and John and Virginia Carroll were joined by three FFA students from
Grayson county high school and their teacher Alice Cox.

In one day our four VCTGA grower members ,the Grayson County FFA students
dressed in their distinctive royal blue jackets and their teacher, visited the
offices of our state delegates and senators promoting the Virginia Christmas
tree industry. The team members carried VIRGINIA GROWN bags filled with
small tree stamped bags which included an “Experience A Real Christmas Tree”
brochure, an informational “facts card” detailing the importance of the Virginia
Christmas tree industry statewide and nationally, and a custom tree disc
designed and created by the Grayson County FFA promoting real Virginia
Christmas trees. Grower Robert O’Keefe connected VCTGA with teacher Alice
Cox and her FFA students to create the ornament/coaster. Alice designed the
disc and the students produced the finished product. Sample packets will be
available for grower members at the August annual VCTGA meeting.

The students also had an impromptu opportunity to meet the Governor Glenn
Youngkin for a brief photo op, and met with and were later introduced by
Delegate O’Quinn and were recognized in the opening session of the House.

A highlight of the day was meeting with Matt Lohr, Secretary of Agriculture and
Forestry. Secretary Lohr, a longtime friend of agriculture and our industry,
listened to the students and growers and shared something of his global
activities as secretary on behalf of ag and forestry. VCTGA is fortunate to have
Secretary Lohr scheduled as our keynote luncheon speaker at our upcoming
annual meeting in August.

All in all, this endeavor was a success demonstrating what might be
accomplished through the partnership of VCTGA, MRACTGA, and the Grayson
county FFA and their teacher Alice Cox. The support and financial support of
the Mount Rogers area growers made the trip a reality. The efforts of Brad
Copenheaver of Meadowview Strategies, LLC, was instrumental in orchestrating
and implementing the activities and appointments of the day. His support,
knowledge and practical knowhow as an industry friend and legislative insider
was invaluable. 

Virginia Carroll
Claybrook Farm



Mineral, VA

Alice Cox, FFA Grayson County Teacher, FFA
Grayson County Students, Matt Lohr, VA
Secretary of Ag and Forestry, Ryan Clouse,
VCTGA President

Governor Younkin and Grayson FFA Students

Lets Welcome

Austin, Randolph and Julie Palmore
Lake Anna Trees & Bees, LLC

Bumpass, VA



Click Here to go to Website

CONGRATULATIONS Scholarship Recipients
Each Recipients receives a $1500.00 Scholarship

Jacob Rak of Vienan VA will be a senior at Mountain Gateway Community
College in Clifton Forge. Attracted to forestry and the natural resource
management, has led him to study Forest Management Technology.

Conveniently, his family has forestry ties and manages over 7500 acres of forest
land throughout Maryland and Virginia. The family business was founded over 75
years ago. Through his great-great grandfather's expert management, he quickly
regenerated the forest land, which was over harvested, during the Second
World War, returning it to a healthy, productive state, which continues to
flourish to this day. However, the current generation of the family lacks the
talent and expertise of his great-great grandfather, which Jacob hopes to
remedy.

Moriah Mess of Blacksburg, VA is going into her senior year at Virginia Tech,
majoring in Forest Resource Management.

Moriah's love and curiosity for nature started as a child and was nurtured
further in high school when attending Envirothon, a club that teaches students

http://fraserknoll.com


about Virginia soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry and agriculture.
Her goals are to obtain her Bachelor's degree, and work as a environmental
consultant.

Click Purcell Ad for full-size ad and Here for link to their website

Virginia Tech News

News Release: Calling all canines: Help sniff out the
dangerous spotted lanternfly
April 12, 2023 -- From New York to North Carolina and as far west as Illinois, the
invasive spotted lanternfly is causing chaos in many states where agricultural
and forestry industries are essential to the economy. It has been estimated that
crops and forest production losses caused by insects and pathogens are close to
$40 billion a year. 

Spotted laternflies, native to mainland China, prey upon 70-plus host plant
species, stealing their nutrients with their piercing snouts, called stylets. They
are often characterized as “hitchhikers” for their ability to move long distances
through human-assisted movement. Envision logging trucks traveling back and

https://pursellmfg.com/
https://pursellmfg.com/


forth across the country with a few unwelcome pesky passengers braced to the
back.

Officials in infested states have brainstormed different approaches to stop the
spread of this deadly leafhopper.
Stomp, squash, or smash the dastardly bug, they say.

WATCH VIDEO: https://video.vt.edu/media/1_imqwyzfl/

Now, researchers in Virginia Tech’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences  are
experimenting with a new approach and calling upon dogs in the fight against
the spotted lanternfly.

Click below to read entire article

Online Link: https://vtx.vt.edu/articles/2023/04/cals-
spottedlanternfly-dogdetection

For more info
Contact: Max Esterhuizen | max.esterhuizen@vt.edu | 540-231-6630

Click Here to go to website

https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJwVUtuuokAQ_JWNz3uUO8NJNnvwACoiIJdBeNkgDIgglxnAy2b_fceHTifVlarqTv9dTLhZfP5YXMaxJ5-r1SQzEssK0jIblwS1eYmrfNmicdWQVdZUWf176ttfwmjr2gdnHEClJebxeRT5qxqECYt252vg97vdVnTH3NgClbI-uLVC2xg83RPXnvmTtYXpNFybvpa04x949bmiCgoxNQe7TnpFOBsOqMNcgpyIscpD-XRtodM3l96uzVd3Sbr4NseTuPvW7cQoje6ZUX09ISBBfoduVaRZ3Mb3DxL6lm-lnt3rQxuSg3ZW9bX0mmw9gIWzsZ61akbeTAVlay11Yv2gUXFvpjimerHqpwykyEBLDrdlZRm2Re4znT3ia2bPXZAVgh5fXrr62kxA2m9mtyK37YDho9s6HRlNmAt0f4NhLHd_gvV8PEBeb0nSRgY2L0JrAT560eusW1rrxxEltAuzYXv3l2x4IGkYNmIh2vGutWlF39VTJhP4qIBDnDryGSVD7sDCO373JZb267ShbidjYC9h4rnMI7nVgl0P20k3wyjTPGC4lCB5mrszhitMNIEFQe9zWv1emXeAp_RBX9IQLPH34eLnj0X9_g_6Ah0uixHIDCux8oqgDKMxxc-vucJl1VZpdsEVGW8pGTFCZEnZK5EHqZLKCkoByqUCsDziMpApSpqfEX8WVqwEWE5RGBksOe7thd5e89iiO_maxyXKpzeaU7Sdmubff4o92_g.MEUCIQCYVouhdkzex-WRN0MTc3LyrcVm0IIBRTc2ZFQ9g5dT_wIgWHpZWA3XDl-dhp3KFjuyTsRA0RDOJWRKRnnD8M7Vsd4
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJwVUsmSokAU_JUOz9OCbAUdMTGtLCqC0o2WDZcOlgLKksUqltaJ-fcpD--SmZGZL977Oxvodfb2Mqv6vmNvgjAAUVssFG2e9XOGmrykOJ83qBeuTMiuOCN_hq75fUukbbpb4_5SfkSdhl6l1SHvveRVcgY6Mc9TLHivNuZ4KH1iR6-ypYnf-Te8hFKBj4WauLc9iTtDSZ2DTk65BiWV0qUMwdelgYfuWnV74j7aKm6jeowGdWva-9gpnfae8Qw7ZnqMwhbV-Gx50joMfQ2ZoC7tbCJ-c2K-lS7tlfYY9vYRFoe1dydL9_w5ckPgrbRWJT-8Mu3chEbcL1qGiQg5cuMDTpsSe87eY9PIuZ_oku3H9pgVih1VD3v5WA-6tluPAWb15kbhT7s5tKx3Ya44XC-KXrD7gmT88KFsNyxuzk6HxcI6D0HNeQRM-vhAziYHp-5wIRD6RdA6W_BJRWrCcrRl4siwSO9yucmIHtYmM0_LOC1GbbUzeEFbdQNnyiNrharCAN5GlUK3q2Nb99dnyywGd2VsuU6JTcjXdFzz6nUSiY7P-OqOA2BZ-LiLggmD22SXSjH79TIjzy_gh25pWfQ6EBfaAggMZRT1Cb2_j5iWuMFJVlHM-jphPUWIzblaUGU9MRJgoERHuVboCxlJmZ4ZRpKnSE4VYaHpC8kwRKDPJemZhZ5ZY9-gib2P_RzlwxPNOdoM1-u__0As1rA.MEQCIDftnSJrlKwKMwW1t2i4knW4v9ykunOgM442vPQcAduKAiB_86SQ8tDzqGO7LVxjdNUE63YMJpwDGB5qd8vI1YAhVw
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJwVUsmSokAU_JUJz9PKTtERE9MoICKLyCJwmWApFkEKKaCFifn3wcM7vHz5MvOQfzdj32w-f2zKYejw52438gRHkgy3TYcthm1W9FW2beGwa_Aubaq0_j127S9mMGXpg1IMUEmRZs82S99F10sO062SqHHfkWY7OcJkNe4ZJaUz6vPKvsqOMLOlJJ3as6YavJYYTX7wrqUsERf40PeDNiDz-kHtnxnlLYvdFNZ-xJEWhB-0FLwI9Me_O1ReuTkba0-zjjqBSRQL1F7G-RTb9yLt88G99a2uKTuz1hZURih8TOHIng6yGSmFguZ0jSJHGETQQfBR3SSdOjqOwcED_yjk9Ls2Wg8bUiLKe24ZTdn1c-uoz7Wo3a7TKsjrew6x9WvN2Xda3IerXig6MeG_k6_De2pR6Yqp4-9pvb3Ce2pOyE1zRg7LRRaX4wi483G6VPihPnv_hVQL4UHzM0ZZ-QShX86BX0-24dNyi6P2pnRAeB4VpLLJmxATdV4u_Jkv9HX1_PVrPx8GzaxeguPfO4dpZwvnbM5KN-Zkp6w1u6zqSCdTjLmT80p1UedsMRDxS6XxQgVqYeum2gDcCym-EJVnHWHwbEIXIN0Ig9JCuQzSsu1svlsd2UoPjrQc3Fzb4ozDtPn5Y1O_W7QWBfVFPgCeIDmS32GY9nCI-_lrqvqiaqs4LfsKD48YDz2EeLuydywNYiHmBRgDmHE5IGlIpSAVhDhLIJ0wO5IDJCUIBA-2FPX2gm-vaWjhN_6ahi3MxjearWg7Ns2___Uh62o.MEQCIAImG5rVVmdcZJ0uUU3cTlrt_XRgsqouN_EqZ3hauIUCAiB-MP_IBDOxHhrTE6BzqyqW1i_lneI4eovhbZiKJGGtFw
mailto:max.esterhuizen@vt.edu
http://boschsnursery.com


Website News

For those who still may have questions on navigating their
website, please click on the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2QWjYCR3vw

Greenbug recommends to email them for any updating to your page.
admin@greenbugmarketing.com if you need any help or edits, especially for
those that are not tech savvy. We will complete those edits within 48 hours.

You can also reach Rodrigo at the contact info below.

Rodrigo Lagdameo
Owner
www.GreenbugMarketing.com
(855) 255-8398 x 700
(301) 789-7813 Cell

Click Here to go to website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2QWjYCR3vw
mailto:admin@greenbugmarketing.com
http://www.greenbugmarketing.com
https://www.kelcomaine.com/




ALPHA NURSERIES: Click on their ad above to open a full-size PDF copy.
Click here to go to their website

Exclusive New VCTGA Facebook Group for Members Only
A new VCTGA membership benefit was introduced at our annual conference in Natural
Bridge by Ryan Clouse – a VCTGA Facebook Group!
This is different from a regular Facebook page, in that what you post only goes to other
VCTGA Group members. Ask a question, offer tips, new resources, post photos, etc.
Ryan is also setting up a resource clearinghouse page for Extension Publications, PowerPoint
presentations from VCTGA meetings, and other information that will help you be a more
successful/profitable Christmas tree business.
To Join:

1. Log into your Facebook profile.
2. Enter “Virginia Christmas Tree Growers” in the search box at the top left of the

page.
3. Click the Groups tab to see a list of groups related to your search term.
4. As above, click on the name of the group to learn more, or click Join to become a

member of the group.
5. You will have to wait for your membership request to be approved.

http://www.alphanurseries.com/


For additional info or help, contact Ryan Clouse rclouse@mafc.com or LeeAnn Seeley,
secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

Did You Use "It's Christmas! Keep It Real!"?

Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association
540-382-7310
Secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

Connect with us

 ​

It's Christmas! Keep It Real! - Virginia Grown!

mailto:rclouse@mafc.com
mailto:secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
mailto:Secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
http://www.virginiachristmastrees.org
https://www.facebook.com/VCTGA/

