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Presidents Message
The days are getting short, the crisp air is upon
us. The fall wildflowers have begun their show of
brilliance. Two more months and we’ll be on the
cusp of the Evergreen Friday opening day.
The big question on everyone’s mind—how will the current world events impact
my business? Christmas Tree farm visits are one of those special moments. Once
a year families get together to enjoy the great outdoors on your farm. They
keep coming back year after year because of your beautiful trees, your
beautiful farm and most importantly you hospitality.
Think of the best hotel or restaurant you’ve visited. What made that visit so
great? Chances are the staff made you feel extra special with just one act of
kindness. You have that same opportunity to create the wow moment with your
customers. The wow moments keep people coming back year over year to your
small part of the world.
Here’s to applications from the Annual Meeting, Real Christmas Tree Promotion
Board, and each other!

CheersRyan Clouse
VCTGA President
rclouse@HorizonFC.com

Annual Meeting Highlights
and
Wreath Workshop and Tree and Wreath Contest
This year's our Annual Meeting had 29 Farms represented, with 49 member
participation.
Thank You Robert O'Keeffe for your hard work and dedication for making the
Scholarship Auction possible, along with all the buyers, making this years
Scholarship Auction a huge success!
Tommy Naylor teaching Wreath making (below left)

Undecorated Wreath:
Grand Champion- John Houston
(above)

2nd Place-Cheryl Green
3rd Place- Kathy Rasnic & grandson
Trevor

Decorated Wreath:
1st Place- Cheryl Green
2nd Place- Lori Grove
3rd Place - Roberta Clouse

Fir:
Grand Champion- Ryan, Roberta and
Ronald Clouse
(pic on left)

2nd place- John Houston

Pine:
1st place- Ron Clouse

Spruce:
1st place- Robert O'Keeffe

Other:
1st place- Robert O'Keefe

Congratulations to all the Winners!

Thank You!
Lori Grove, Caritas Tree
Farm for Chairing the Tree
and Wreath Contest!

Bill Francisco, Francisco Farms and
Charles Fowler, CTPB

Guest Speaker, Dr Daniel L. Goerlich, Associate Director VT Ext.
(above left)

Happy Retirement
Danny Neel and

Greg Miller
Let the fun begin!
After 40 years with VDACS, Danny
(left) looks forward to a much
deserved retirement.
Danny has represented VCTGA at
MANTS for many years and has
been our auctioneer for the
Scholarship fund raiser for over
20+ years . He was the go to
person for Christmas Trees,
Pumpkins, Apple Pickers, just to name a few things where Danny was right
there to help.
Thank You Danny for all you have done for VCTGA!
Greg (right), owner of Willow Springs Tree Farm in Radford VA has spent more
than 48 years in the tree growing industry. Time with family, hiking and
traveling is what is on his agenda. Greg will still be an active member in the
Association.
Robert O'Keeffe presented Greg
Miller with a plaque recognizing
his service, leadership, support
and friendship.

VCTGA Scholarship Recipient's
This years recipients are:
Forest J Brown
Forest is in his 3rd year of his Ph.D. Program at Virginia Tech, studying
Horticulture.
With a long time interest in plants and horticulture, Forest finished his
associates degree at Virginia Western Community College, and began studying
Environmental Science at Ferrum College, Ferrum VA
This scholarship money is helping Forest aid in the expense that will accompany
his summer research, media fertility and plant nutrition of woody ornamental
species. He has been given the opportunity thru VA Tech to work as a Visiting
Scholar at the USDA Agricultural Research Station in Wooster, OH under some of

the top horticultural scientist in the United States.
Forest plans to continue to work hard towards his career as a Horticultural
Scientist

McCray Sawyers
McCray is majoring in Environmental Science and is in his junior year, attending
Emory and Henry College, Emory VA. Mc Cray looks forward to graduating next
spring and plans to acquire his Masters Degree in Forestry at Virginia Tech
Over the summer, McCray had a internship with the Virginia Dept. of Forestry.
He is looking to pursue a career in the field of natural resources, focusing on
forest or land management.
McCray grew up in Patrick County loving the outdoors hunting and fishing.

Congratulations to both of our recipients!

Let's Welcome
Our
Newest Members!
David and Mary Lynne Duncan
Kneeling Shepherd Christmas Tree Farm
Roseland, VA
David and Kelly Rababy
Three Cedars Tree Farm
Bowling Green, VA
Tim and Laura O'Neal
O'Neal's Christmas Tree Farm
Amelia Court House, VA

Click Fraser Knoll Ad for full-size ad and Here for link to their website

Voice of the Farm-Grown
Christmas Tree Industry
NCTA is preparing for the large amount
of media contact we receive each
season. As the national association and
advocacy organization, founded in 1955,
to represent Christmas tree growers and the industry, the media comes

to NCTA for information about Christmas trees and the farm-grown
Christmas tree industry. Dr. Jill Sidebottom, retired North Carolina State
University professor, will be NCTA’s seasonal spokesperson this year,
assisting Executive Director Tim O’Connor in responding to media
requests for information and interviews.
A topic we anticipate the media will again be focused on early in the
season will be the shortage of Christmas trees. It has been a media
story every year since 2016. NCTA has prepared these talking points on
the supply of trees, please use them if you are contacted by the media
and feel free to refer the media to NCTA.
NCTA Talking Points on the Farm-Grown
Christmas Tree Supply for 2022
Many families prefer a real farm-grown Christmas tree over an artificial
tree made from PVC plastic in a factory in China. There are many
reasons a real farm-grown Christmas tree is by far the best choice
including; the family experience of selecting the tree, the wonderful
scent of a real tree, real Christmas trees are grown on farms in the US
and Canada and are natural and fully recyclable. However, the supply of
farm-grown trees will remain tight again for the 2022 Christmas season.
The National Christmas Tree Association, the national association of
Christmas tree growers, advises consumers to follow these
recommendations:
· Shop early to have the best choice. Due to their popularity, in some parts of

the US choose-and-cut Christmas tree farms sell their available trees quickly. If
you plan to shop at a tree farm shop early in the season. Shopping early in the
season is a good idea wherever you plan to shop to have the most options to
choose among.
· You will be able to purchase a tree. Supplies are tight and some locations will
sell out early, but there are enough real farm-grown Christmas trees for everyone
who wants one to get one. Supplies of real farm-grown trees have been tight
since 2016, but each year shoppers have been able to find a tree.
· Be flexible. Because supplies are tight you may need to look in different
places to find a real tree. You should also be open to trying different types of
trees. There are many beautiful varieties of Christmas trees, there will be one
that is just right for you and your family.

Click Purcell Ad for full-size ad and Here for link to their website

New Growers
Workshop
A big THANKS goes out to Kyle Peer
and Ashley Appling with VCE and our
gracious hosts Tim and Doris
Williams, Spruce Rock Farm,
Brightwood VA for sponsoring the
new growers workshop. There were
26 individuals who attended this
event to get an idea of what the
industry is all about. It was exciting
to hear some folks have trees already
in the ground and others were
looking to put their first seedlings in
next spring.

Website News
For those who still may have questions on navigating their
website, please click on the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2QWjYCR3vw
Greenbug recommends to email them for any updating to your page.
admin@greenbugmarketing.com if you need any help or edits, especially for
those that are not tech savvy. We will complete those edits within 48 hours.
You can also reach Rodrigo at the contact info below.
Rodrigo Lagdameo
Owner
www.GreenbugMarketing.com
(855) 255-8398 x 700
(301) 789-7813 Cell

ALPHA NURSERIES: Click on their ad above to open a full-size PDF copy.
Click here to go to their website

Exclusive New VCTGA Facebook Group for Members Only
A new VCTGA membership benefit was introduced at our annual conference in Natural
Bridge by Ryan Clouse – a VCTGA Facebook Group!
This is different from a regular Facebook page, in that what you post only goes to other
VCTGA Group members. Ask a question, offer tips, new resources, post photos, etc.
Ryan is also setting up a resource clearinghouse page for Extension Publications, PowerPoint
presentations from VCTGA meetings, and other information that will help you be a more
successful/profitable Christmas tree business.
To Join:
1. Log into your Facebook profile.
2. Enter “Virginia Christmas Tree Growers” in the search box at the top left of the
page.
3. Click the Groups tab to see a list of groups related to your search term.
4. As above, click on the name of the group to learn more, or click Join to become a
member of the group.
5. You will have to wait for your membership request to be approved.

For additional info or help, contact Ryan Clouse rclouse@mafc.com or LeeAnn Seeley,
secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

Did You Use "It's Christmas! Keep It Real!"?

Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association
540-382-7310
Secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

Connect with us
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