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Presidents Message
The spring planting season is upon us. It arrives
when we have just recuperated from the previous
selling season. Each new year brings some unique
challenges. This year our growers are faced with the
price and availability of inputs. How we manage
these challenges to provide a quality product to our customers is often lost on
the general public. We as growers know what it takes and rely on our fellow
producers to learn ways to stretch these resources.
The board members have taken a focus of establishing more interactions with
our fellow growers. The message we hear time and time again is “we learn so
much from our fellow growers” The upcoming farm visits and annual meetings
will have a special emphasis on these interactions with other members.
What’s even more important is the time away from the formal meetings. I
encourage you to pick up the phone or text or visit other growers this spring to
support and guide one another. The upcoming several years do provide a
challenge in tree and seedling availability. We all need support to help grow our
product better and faster in this challenging environment.
The one technique on the minds of so many agriculturalist is cover crops. Soil
health, carbon sequestration, less weed pressure, and much more are
mentioned as benefits of these plants. The new Farm Bill will have a stronger
emphasis on this group. How these programs apply to Christmas tree growers as
niche producers remains to be seen. The key takeaway is that cover crops will
play an important part in our management practices going forward.
Grab your dibble bars, dig those auger holes and add your favorite root dip as

you plant the class of 2032 (even better with optimal growing conditions the
class of 2030)!”
CheersRyan Clouse
VCTGA President

Mark Your Calendar's
The 2022 Annual Meeting will be held on
Aug 3-Board Meeting
Aug 4-5: Program
Aug 6 : Farm Tour
Location: Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA
Hotel Accommodations: The Inn at Virginia Tech
More info to come

VCTGA Spring Farm Tour
April 23,2022
9am-4pm
9:00 am Arrive at Firever Pines 5349 Jericho Road Ruther Glen, VA

Enjoy snacks and coffee
Meet Ben and Angel Snyder and learn how they started their farm from
purchasing the land, making initial plantings, and developing their business
using experience that Ben learned from his family operation in Pennsylvania.
Topics to be covered:
Overview of Farm, Planting, Sales and Business Opportunities, and Buildings and
Equipment

11:45 am Leave Firever Pines and travel to Claybrooke Farm

12:30 Arrive at Claybrooke Farm 912 Elk Creek Road Mineral, VA
Enjoy a Catered Lunch
Meet the Carroll Family and learn how their farm transitioned from a cattle
farm owned by Virginia’s family to a Christmas tree operation. Hear how the
family has managed the property for three generations and originally planted
their first trees to pay for college for their sons.
Topics to be covered:
Story of the Farm, Reservation system, Welcome station, Species and Site
Selection, Buildings and Equipment, Labor, Farm Shop, Other Crops

4:00 pm Travel Home
REGISTRATION Per person $45

DEADLINE APRIL 18,2022
REGISTER ONLINE
https://virginiachristmastrees.org/events/2022-vctga-farm-tour/

The above link will be active after Monday 3/21/2022
or Complete the following registration form and mail to the VCTGA
office with your payment.
Click here for Registration Form and Agenda
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Click Purcell Ad for full-size ad and Here for link to their website

The Next Generation of Christmas Tree Growers
By John Carroll, Claybrooke Farm
I’ve been thinking about this topic for several years as I see many of the
members of our Association gently aging and moving toward retirement from
the business. This is a natural progression in many small businesses, especially
farming. Much has been written on the subject of the average age of
agricultural producers, who is going to take over, the need for off-farm income,
etc. The current sellers’ market has given us good reason for concern over the
future supply of our products. Our business has long been impacted by
fluctuations in supply and we are likely to see this cycle of shortages and
oversupply repeat itself over the course of time.
Virginia and I are in the category of gently aging growers and we talk a lot about
our farm, its future, and what we see going on around us in Virginia and
elsewhere.
We like what we are seeing! We are impressed with the resilience of our new
members, their operations, new ideas, their business savvy, family involvement,
and use of technology. Whether it’s taking over an existing family operation or
striking out on their own purchasing land, equipment, planting trees, and jumpstarting their business with innovative income generation; we are fortunate to
have this new energy being invested in the Christmas tree business.

There have been some innovative ways of transferring the business to the next
generation by the formation of family partnerships, leasing farms to the next
generation grower, and outright sale by a mentoring owner.
Growers that have purchased land to start a farm from scratch have certainly
taken the ultimate step in investment. We all know by now no matter how you
get into the business it’s certainly a risk with changing markets, seedling supply,
weather, labor needs, pests, and escalating production costs.
We as an Association need to make sure we are providing the necessary
technical support for our members enabling them to produce the highest quality
trees and greenery at a reasonable cost. A tall order for a small association with
meager financial resources! Thank goodness for the many growers that are
willing to share timely information and experiences with others.
These next-gen growers are focusing on the important things in order to market
their products successfully. They certainly know their customers because they
have identified with them mentally, through like interests, and are taking
advantage of the atmosphere that has been created by the desire to visit and
experience a real farm.
I could easily give you many examples of several of our members that are
leading the way in innovative marketing but I would certainly leave someone
out that is hitting it out of the park with new ideas. Instead, I would like to
invite you to our spring farm tour, annual meeting and farm tour where we will
have speakers and panel discussions that will showcase this innovation. Please
don’t miss them!!

THANK YOU John and Tim!
John Carroll has served on the National Christmas
Tree Association Board representing Virginia for two
terms. He has stepped down from this assignment.
Tim Williams, VCTGA Board Member and Treasurer has graciously agreed to fill
this important job representing our State at the National level. The Board of
Directors recently approved Tim to fill this position. Thank you John and Tim for
representing us!
Ryan Clouse, VCTGA President

Board Nominations
The CTPB has three board seats that will be up for appointment effective
January 1, 2023. Although the final appointment is made by the Secretary of
Agriculture, the CTPB has the responsibility to provide two nominees for each
open seat.
The first step in the process is for us to receive nomination forms for
interested candidates. Growers can self-nominate or can be nominated by
other growers or organizations – such as state associations. These are due to
the CTPB office by June 1, 2022. Nominees must have domestically produced
and sold 500 Christmas trees or more during the most recent fiscal period and
have paid all past and present assessments in full. Producers who produce
Christmas trees in more than one region may seek nomination only in the region
in which they produce the majority of their Christmas trees.
There is one Western region seat, one Eastern region seat and one Central
Region seat up for appointment. Below, I have listed what states fall into the
Western, Eastern and Central regions. I urge you to share this with your
members and assist the CTPB in identifying candidates for the board. The
nomination form is attached.
Western Region: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming and all U.S.
Territories located in the Pacific Ocean.

Eastern Region: Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, New York, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, Vermont, Washington, DC, West Virginia, and all
U.S. Territories located in the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea, including but
not limited to Puerto Rico.
Central Region: Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and
Wisconsin.
Click here for Nomination Form
Research Topic Input - The Christmas Tree Promotion Board is responsible for
utilizing checkoff funds to promote real Christmas trees, and to support
scientific, unbiased research improving Christmas tree production. Please
complete our short voluntary survey developed to gather input from Christmas
tree producers about insect, disease and other issues that impact your ability to
grow high-quality Christmas trees. The information collected by this survey will
be used to direct the focus of research grant proposal requests and approvals.

Take the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CTPBresearch
Thank you all for your kind invitations to meetings and events – Looking forward
to seeing many of you in the upcoming months.
Marsha
Marsha Gray
Christmas Tree Promotion Board
517-242-1630

Chlorpyrifos Updates
Effective February 28, all food tolerances for chlorpyrifos were revoked and
any new applications of chlorpyrifos will render any food treated as adulterated

and ineligible to be distributed in interstate commerce. In issuing the final rule,
EPA found that it could not determine that there is a reasonable certainty of no
harm from aggregate exposure, including food, drinking water, and residential
exposure, to chlorpyrifos, based on currently available data and taking into
consideration all currently registered uses for chlorpyrifos. EPA has a dedicated
webpage including information for anyone in possession of chlorpyrifos
products for use on food when tolerances expire. According to EPA:
· Applicators

should discontinue use on food. If the products label allows for use
in other non-food settings, it may continue to be used for those non-food
purposes.
· Chlorpyrifos products should not be disposed of in landfills for industrial or
municipal solid waste.
· Current options for dealing with chlorpyrifos products labeled for use on food:
o Store chlorpyrifos products until there is an opportunity for appropriate
disposal. Details on proper storage can be found using the following links:
§ https://www.epa.gov/safepestcontrol/storing-pesticides-safely
§ https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/requirements-pesticidestorage
o Appropriately dispose of these products as specified by the state.
Information regarding VDACS pesticide collection program including the 2022
service area and dates/times of collection is available here.

VDAC 2022 Virginia Pesticide Collection Form
This program is for the disposal of unwanted and out dated pesticides that are
currently stored by agricultural producers, licensed pesticide businesses,
certified applicators, golf courses and homeowners.
Please click on the link below for more information
Pesticide Collection Brochure 2022

Regulations Governing Pesticide Fees
Amended
Effective March 17, 2022, the fee for pesticide applicators to renew their
certificates has been eliminated. While there is no fee to renew their
certificate, pesticide applicators are still required to take one recertification
course every 2 years, before their certificate expires. Applicators whose
certificates expire on June 30, 2022 who have not yet attended a recertification
course, are encouraged to view the list of currently approved recertification
courses. Applicators who are unsure if they need to take a recertification
course, can check the status of their recertification credit on the List of
Certified Pesticide Applicators.

Applicators whose certificate expires on June 30, 2022 and who take the
required recertification course, will have their certificate automatically
renewed and a new certificate will be sent to them. For applicators who do not
take a recertification course by June 30, 2022, their certificate will expire. If a
pesticide applicator applies a pesticide without a current certification, they are
in violation of Virginia’s laws and regulations and subject to enforcement
action. Applicators who do not take a recertification course by August 29 of the
expiration year are required by law to retest which requires submission of an
application and fee.
Applicators whose certificate expires on June 30, 2022 will receive a letter with
additional information about the renewal process. We will also update our
website with the most current information as of the effective date. Questions
can be directed to opsclrt.vdacs@vdacs.virginia.gov

Website News
For those who still may have questions on navigating their website, please click
on the link below.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2QWjYCR3vw
You can always email admin@greenbugmarketing.com if you need any help
or edits, especially for those that are not tech savvy. We will complete those
edits within 48 hours.
You can also reach Rodrigo at the contact info below.
Rodrigo Lagdameo
Owner
www.GreenbugMarketing.com
(855) 255-8398 x 700
(301) 789-7813 Cell

Coronavirus Resources

Through our partnership with AmericanHort NCTA is able to
offer their Coronavirus Resource Center to the Christmas tree
industry. It offers information on federal relief efforts, small
business assistance, updates on foreign labor processing,
best business practices, employee and customer
communications guidelines and links to many federal
government resources. You can find the resource website here:
https://www.americanhort.org/page/Coronavirus

provided by the National Christmas Tree Association

COVID-19 EMERGENCY INFORMATION CENTER
Message from VDACS Commissioner Jewel Bronaugh

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) has established this
Coronavirus (COVID-19) website to provide relevant and up-to-date guidance and resources
related to agriculture and agribusiness concerns.
Click here to go to their Ag Resource page

ALPHA NURSERIES: Click on their ad above to open a full-size PDF copy.
Click here to go to their website

Exclusive New VCTGA Facebook Group for Members Only
A new VCTGA membership benefit was introduced at our annual conference in Natural
Bridge by Ryan Clouse – a VCTGA Facebook Group!
This is different from a regular Facebook page, in that what you post only goes to other
VCTGA Group members. Ask a question, offer tips, new resources, post photos, etc.
Ryan is also setting up a resource clearinghouse page for Extension Publications, PowerPoint
presentations from VCTGA meetings, and other information that will help you be a more
successful/profitable Christmas tree business.
To Join:
1. Log into your Facebook profile.
2. Enter “Virginia Christmas Tree Growers” in the search box at the top left of the
page.
3. Click the Groups tab to see a list of groups related to your search term.
4. As above, click on the name of the group to learn more, or click Join to become a
member of the group.
5. You will have to wait for your membership request to be approved.

For additional info or help, contact Ryan Clouse rclouse@mafc.com or LeeAnn Seeley,
secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

Did You Use "It's Christmas! Keep It Real!"?

Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association
540-382-7310
Secretary@VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
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