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Presidents Message
By Virginia Carroll

VCTGA 2010
Where Are We Now and Where Are We
Going?
Now, not only are we well on our way into the
21st century, but we’ve now begun a new
decade! What will these next ten years hold in
store for us as tree growers, an association, and
as an industry? Will this be an era of new
challenges? I’m sure it will be, but with these
challenges there will also come opportunities.
We’ll need to be on the cutting edge of
technology and scientific research if we are to
continue to produce a quality product. We’ll need
to continue to practice and improve upon solid
farming techniques and stay on top of current
and emerging marketing trends. We’ll have to be
attuned to how we do business and the changes
in our marketplace and in the buying practices of
our consumers. We need to be open to new
strategies including diversification in both our
products and our markets.

industry.
We
also need to
continue
to
nurture
and
improve upon
our relationships within our association, our
industry, and our state’s larger agriculture
community. We need to work, choose and cut
farmers and wholesale growers alike, to respect
and support the work of others within our
industry.
We need to affirm our identity as farmers, as
producers of a green crop which feeds our air,
enriches our rural landscapes, and remains the
iconic green product we get to sell during the
Christmas season. Agriculture is Virginia’s
number one industry and we can be proud that
we are a vital part of that industry. According to
the NCTA, Virginia ranks among the top states in
acres of trees, trees harvested, and number of
farms. That may be good, but we can do better.
We have a diverse Commonwealth and with that
geographic diversity we can produce a variety of
different species of Christmas trees. Wouldn’t it
be great if “Virginia trees” came into the minds of
our consumers when they thought of Christmas
trees with species ranging from White and
Scotch pine to Fraser and Canaan fir, as well as
a variety of other species including spruces,
Leyland’s, and exotics? Even more importantly,
wouldn’t it be great if when the consumer thinks
of a Christmas tree they think of a real tree and
not an artificial tree?

We’ll also need to forge ahead in nurturing and
improving our relationships with our partners.
We’ve had a long standing relationship with
VDACS and benefit greatly from their support,
expertise and programs such as Virginia Finest,
Virginia Grown, and even the Buy Fresh Buy
Local campaigns. We also need to work to
further develop our relationships and the
productivity of our partnerships with Virginia
Tech and the DOF (Department of Forestry). We
are members, as well, of the Virginia Green
Industry Council (VGIC) and the Agribusiness
Council. Our combined voice, in concert with
these groups, provides us with a greater unified
voice which will be needed when we address
issues impacting our association and our

(Continued on page 5)

3

WWW.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org 540-343-8284

Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association Teams up
with Mt. Rogers Christmas Tree Growers Association to
Donate Trees for Troops
The 2009 Trees for Troops program, sponsored by the National Christmas Tree Growers Association
Christmas SPIRIT Foundation and FedEx Corp Was generously supported again this year by the
Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association (VCTGA) and the Mt.
Rogers Christmas Tree Growers Association.
Christmas Tree Growers from both associations have donated their
time and trees to this important effort for the past few years but this
year was especially important, as many of the Christmas Trees that
were donated were delivered to Fort Hood, Texas.
Fort Hood experienced a tragedy unprecedented on American soil,
with the killing of the American Military Men and Women there in
early November 2009. “We knew that any measure of comfort that
our efforts brought would be especially important during such a
difficult time.” said Jackie Davis of the Mt. Rogers Christmas Tree
Growers Association.
Mt. Rogers Christmas Tree Growers donated and loaded more than 300 fresh farm grown trees, mostly
Frasier Fir, on a Fed Ex truck driven by Jeff Stinson. Jeff has son in the Army, who has served two
tours of duty in Iraq, and has related to us, through his Dad, what this effort means to our Military
forces.
The “gift from home” brightened their lives and reminds them that we, as Americans, do care and
appreciate their sacrifice in the defense of our country. Growers have received notes, Christmas cards,
and calls from people who have received the trees through this campaign and more often than not, their
thanks will bring tears to your eyes.
The Trees for Troops campaign received significant local and
national media attention. CNN’s Headline cable news carried a
national story every half hour on their Morning show on
Wednesday November 25th , efforts at Mt. Rogers was covered by
three local papers in our surrounding counties as well as a local
TV station.
The most important benefit Christmas Tree Growers receive from
their continued support of this important cause is the knowledge
that the “Gift from Home” to our Military service men and women
brings with it the message that we care and support their efforts.
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In the next couple of months your VCTGA board
will be holding a strategic planning session to
take hard look at not just where we are now, but
where we are going in the next 3 -5 years. This
session will focus on identifying goals and then
mapping out a strategy for dealing with the
issues we need to address. If you, as our
members and fellow growers, have concerns
and issues you’d like for us to address, please
take a few moments to e-mail, call, or meet with
a current VCTGA officer or board member so
that we might better be able to address your
concerns when we meet.
In closing, I remind you that this summer, North
Carolina will be hosting the National Christmas
Tree Association in August. What an opportunity
for us in the adjoining state. If you are a
member of our national association, I encourage
you to take advantage of the meeting. If you
are not a member, I encourage you to consider
joining so that you might fully take advantage of
the meeting, the field trips, and the information
you will be able to gather from fellow growers
across the country. Also, in August you’ll want
to plan to attend our own annual VCTGA
meeting. Your officers and board members,
under the leadership of vice president Steve
Satterfield, are already working to plan and
organize a quality meeting for our membership.
So, in closing, let’s take these post Christmas
months and this the first year of a new decade
to take stock not just of where we are, but
where we could be going. We have much to do
in determining where we will be when the next
decade dawns.

Virginia Carroll
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FERTILIZE TREES? MAYBE YES, MAYBE NO
by Steve Rhoades

The question of whether or not to fertilize your
Christmas trees is an important one, because it
has implications for the growth and quality of
your trees, your costs, and water pollution.
Unfortunately, there is not a clear-cut guide for
the Christmas tree grower.
The need for
applying fertilizer to a Christmas tree field is far
less clear than it is for applying fertilizer to field
crops, which are generally much heavier nutrient
users than trees. I reported on the findings of
several academic studies of Christmas tree
fertilization and my own fertilizer experiment in
an earlier issue of Pines and Needles (Winter
2005). I have, since then, pursued the subject
by communicating with some Christmas tree
experts and by finding several more academic
studies on tree fertilization. Some of you may be
interested in what I found.

papers I summarized earlier presented results
from field studies on various tree species. They
generally found no significant effects on terminal
or shoot growth, but they all found improved
needle color from nitrogen fertilization. I also
reported that my own crude field experiment,
including 900 treated and 900 untreated trees,
found no apparent effects from a one-time
application of urea (46-0-0). Based on the
research papers and my own experiment, I
concluded that it is probably not beneficial to
fertilize my trees on a regular basis.
My quest, this time around, for research on
the effects of fertilizing Christmas trees, began
with a phone conversation with Frank Gouin,
professor emeritus, University of Maryland.
Professor Gouin taught horticulture for 32 years
and is a long-time Christmas tree grower in
eastern Maryland. I mentioned to Prof. Gouin
that the four studies of Christmas tree fertilization
that I had read earlier found no significant growth
effect from fertilization, and I wanted to find out if
he was aware of other research on the subject
that might show different results. He did not
mention any other studies to me but was most
adamant in denouncing the use of fertilizer on
Christmas trees as a complete
waste of time and money. This
was an interesting observation
from a very knowledgeable
person, but it did not provide me
with any more systematic studies
on the subject.

It may be helpful to summarize the findings
that I reported earlier before presenting the more
recent findings.
I found from our VCTGA
member-survey and discussions with some
members that fertilization practices vary greatly.
Some fertilize regularly, some don’t fertilize at all,
and growers who fertilize regularly use widely
varying fertilizer mixtures. The four research

My next step was to e-mail
Professor John Frampton, a
noted Christmas tree expert at
North Carolina State University.
My e-mail explained to him who I
am, the findings of the research I
had turned up so far, and asked
if he could direct me to additional
research papers on the effects of
fertilizing Christmas trees.
Professor Frampton responded
very quickly with some very
(Continued on page 7)
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helpful observations. For example, he noted
that while fertilization is not really his field, he
generally recommends applying no more than
50 lbs of N per acre, each year, and
sometimes this may not be needed. He
added that for economic and environmental
reasons, no nutrients should be applied
indiscriminately but only according to soil and
tissue reports. Professor Frampton then nicely
referred me to Dr. Ron Gehl, the N. C. State
extension specialist for Christmas tree
nutrition.
I sent an e-mail to Dr. Gehl, attaching the
background e-mail that I had sent to Prof.
Frampton. Like Prof. Frampton, Dr. Gehl
responded quickly with helpful observations.
In addition, he sent me copies of four
research papers on the effects of nitrogen
fertilization on Christmas trees. Before briefly
summarizing the findings of the four studies, I
would like to pass along a couple of Dr.
Gehl’s observations. Regarding the research
that I had mentioned to him that had found no
significant tree growth response to fertilization,
Dr. Gehl cautioned that even though there is
published research indicating a lack of tree
growth in response to fertilization, it is important
not to ignore what I had mentioned to him about
studies finding improvement in tree color,
because that can affect retail value.
Furthermore, he noted that there has been other
published research that has found positive
responses of some Christmas tree species to N
fertilization. However, Dr. Gehl cautioned that
there simply are few clear-cut answers about
whether any crop, especially a tree crop, will
respond to any given nutrient fertilizer. Different
soils can have such an important influence on
tree growth that some fields might respond
significantly while others can go without fertilizer
for years and still be productive. He added the
reminder that as trees grow, they are removing
nutrients from the soil, and it is not clear how
long natural forces can replace nutrients
removed by the trees. The four studies sent to
me by Dr. Gehl are summarized below.

reported improved color and increased growth of
Douglas firs from the application of 2 oz. of N per
tree. It is important to note that the trees were
located on very poor soil, with low levels of P, K,
and Ca, in Washington state. It seems to me
that it is precisely under such conditions that it
would be reasonable to expect that the
application of fertilizer might be beneficial, but in
good soils, the outcome would seem much less
certain. It is interesting, however, that Turner
found that treatment with P and K had no
significant effects; increased growth and
improved color were strictly associated with N.
Turner’s paper appeared in Soil Science Society
of America Proceedings, Vol. 30 (1966).
L. Eric Hinesley, et al. ( North Carolina State
University) found in a study of Fraser firs that N
fertilization had slight to moderate effects on
some of the growth variables (e.g., height and
width) they analyzed but not on all. The authors
also reported that needle weight and length were
increased as was the retail value of the trees
based on the estimates of three experienced
(Continued on page 9)

Darrell Turner (Washington State University)
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reviewed here and the four studies I reviewed in
my earlier note on this subject in Pines and
Needles? I think it is fair to conclude that in
some cases N fertilizer may improve tree growth
and in other cases it may not. The bulk of the
evidence suggests that needle color may be
improved by the application of N, especially to
firs. It may also be reasonable to infer from
these studies that, as theory would suggest, we
may be more likely to observe benefits from N if
we are growing trees on poor soil or in densely
planted fields. Based on theory and evidence
from the one study that analyzes N pollution, it
seems reasonable to conclude that if we apply N
beyond what our trees can use, we are likely to
pollute ground and surface water. Obviously, we
would also unnecessarily increase our costs for
labor and supplies if we were to apply fertilizer
when it is not needed at all, or if we applied more
than what is needed. Importantly, a strong
cautionary note about the overuse of N and other
nutrients was made by several of the experts on
Christmas trees.

Fertilizer (Continued from page 7)

marketers of Fraser firs. This study appeared in
Horticulture Science, Vol. 35 (August 2000). I
think it is important to note that the trees in this
study were planted at a density of 1740 trees/
acre meaning that 5’ x 5’ spacing was used. If,
however, you planted using greater spacing,
there may be less, if any, benefit from fertilizing
because of the reduced density. For example, if
trees were planted with 7’ x 8’ spacing, which is
probably more likely on many choose-and-cut
farms, there would be fewer than half as many
trees (778) on an acre of land as compared with
5’ x 5’ spacing. Presumably, less than half as
many trees would remove less than half as many
nutrients from the soil.
Robert A. Sleasak (Oregon State University)
and Russell D. Briggs (State University New
York) found some increased growth of several fir
species with the application of 1 oz. of N per
tree. The results also showed a more desirable
needle color. The study was conducted at
several sites across central New York and
appeared in Northern Journal of Applied
Forestry, 24 (2007).

What can you do to avoid increasing your
costs and creating water pollution by
unnecessarily fertilizing your Christmas trees? It
seems to me that getting a soil analysis done, at
no charge, by VA Tech is the first step that you
can take. Soil sample boxes with instructions
are available from your county office of the VA
Cooperative Extension Service. Just follow the
instructions and mail your soil sample for testing.
The soil report you receive will tell you if your soil
is deficient in any of the standard macro (except
N) and micro nutrients. I do, however, caution
against automatically following the fertilizer
recommendations provided with the soil analysis
you receive for reasons described below.

The fourth study, by David E. Rothstein
(Michigan State University), found no significant
effects from fertilization of Fraser firs on tree
growth or morphology. He did, however, find
improved foliage health in terms of “chlorophyll
florescence”.
This study is particularly
interesting, because it is the only one of the
studies that I have seen that analyzed the effects
of N fertilization on N leaching into the water
below the rooting zone. That is, it looked at the
N polluting effects that may result from N
fertilization of Christmas trees. Rothstein found
that N concentration in water leaching below the
rooting zone increased markedly with increasing
application rates of fertilizer. He noted that his
“… results suggest that fertilization of Michigan
Fraser fir plantations greatly exceed the capacity
of trees and surface soils to store N, provide no
benefit to tree growth, and create the potential
for significant N pollution of ground and surface
water.” (p. 175)

The Extension Service provides you with
some information to help you assess the fertilize
needs of your trees on the back of your Soil Test
Report or in a small pamphlet, “Soil Test Note 1:
Explanation of Soil Test Notes”. It says that if
your soil tests Medium, plants sometimes
respond to fertilizer, and if your soil tests High to
Very High, plants do not usually respond. Thus,
I can’t understand why the soil reports that I
receive always recommend the application of P

What may we conclude from the four studies

(Continued on page 17)
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What’s on Your Mind?
VCTGA Strategic Planning Session
Friday, March 12, 2010 9am to 4pm
Waynesboro Best Western
The VCTGA Board of Directors will hold a 3 - 5 year strategic planning session
with experts in business planning.
Send your ideas and suggestions for making VCTGA the best it can be to
Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org or call 540-343-8384.

Where should VCTGA be in 5 years?
Mark your Calendar!
VCTGA Annual Meeting
August 26 - 28, 2010 Waynesboro Best Western
Go to www.virginiachristmastrees.org for more information
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2009 Grand Champions Represent VCTGA
at Governors Mansion
By: Olivia Wilson | Promotions & Marketing Coordinator VA Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services

First Lady Anne Holton welcomed Christmas tree growers Rodney and Cynthia Richardson and wreath
makers Steve and Sharon Rhoades outside the Executive Mansion November 16, 2009. As Grand
Champions of the Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association’s annual tree and wreath competitions,
Richardson and Rhoades won the honor of presenting to the First Lady the tree and wreaths that
decoratee the Executive Mansion throughout the holidays.
Richardson brought a 12-foot spruce from Mt. Rogers Tree Farm in Grayson County, Virginia. The
farm sells Fraser firs, table-top trees, wreaths and roping at the retail level and also sells Fraser firs,
table-tops, seeds, transplants, seedlings, wreaths and roping at wholesale.
Rhoades designed two 18" mixed green wreaths that featured a variety of greenery from Mountain
View Farm in Edinburg, Virginia. Mountain View sells spruce, fir, pine and cypress trees; decorated
and undecorated wreaths made daily at the farm; table arrangements; holly sprays and tree
decorations and gifts made at the farm.
“Christmas trees are an important part of Virginia’s diverse portfolio of agricultural products. Buying a
Virginia Grown Christmas tree supports numerous family farmers all across the state, and I encourage
all Virginians to consider buying a Virginia Grown tree this holiday season,” said Todd P. Haymore,
Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS), who
attended the presentation ceremony.

Sharon and Steve Rhoades, First Lady Anne Holton and Cynthia and Rodney Richardson
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The 2009 Christmas Tree Sales Season in Review
By John Carroll

Well another sales season is history for
Christmas tree growers and it certainly was
an interesting year. I don’t have any great
national statistics to quote since the Harris
poll, National Christmas Tree Association’s
(NCTA) primary gauge of the 2009 sales
season, had not been made public as of
press time. I can’t help but think our sales
season gave a lot of hope for our industry in
an economy that is just showing signs of
recovery. I’ll cover more of that later but
before I discuss my opinion on how the sales
year went, let’s talk about how it ended!
No matter where you are located in Virginia, it
was probably a season for the record books.
I’m not necessarily talking about sales which
were variable across the state from farm to
farm and lot to lot. What I am talking about is
the record setting snowstorm on our last
weekend of sales. Traditionally this has not
been a big weekend to sell trees, but a few
days of rain or snow on some of our prime
weekend days led most of us to believe the
weekend with five full days before Christmas
might put a little extra jingle in our pockets.
What actually happened to many of us that
weekend was something that we’ll soon not
forget. Like many of you, we had a brisk
Friday afternoon of sales in anticipation of
the weekend’s snowy forecast. The snow
began to fall about dusk on Friday at our
farm in Louisa county. The snow continued
to fall all night and into the day and night on
Saturday eventually dropping more than 20
inches of snow. I heard some of you in the
valley got more than two or three feet. We
had a number of calls from folks in places
like Virginia Beach and Williamsburg that
wanted to come out and get a tree and did
not really know how bad the roads were. The
roads were pretty much a disaster and for the
first time in our 25 years we had to close. We
decided to put a few cut trees out by our
entrance with a sign for folks to take a tree if
they needed one. This proved to be very

popular and a good will gesture for the
community. Tree lots and box stores in our
area seemed to be affected less by the
weekend storm, and by Christmas Eve most
of the these locations were pretty much
cleaned out of even the most scraggily
looking trees. It was ironic that a sales
season that began with record sales four
weeks earlier ended with snow falling softly
on our deserted parking lot.
The sales season started out with a bang on
Thanksgiving weekend with
gorgeous
weather and three days of strong sales.
Several of the respondents to the NCTA
weekly market survey indicated sales were
up substantially over 2008. The following
weekend, and traditionally the strongest
sales weekend of the season, was excellent
too even with some bad weather. NCTA
survey respondents were pleased with sales
but acknowledged the weather did play a part
in overall sales. We had snow on Saturday
and beautiful weather on Sunday and a
parking lot that will never be the same by the
end of the weekend!
The third weekend had mixed weather again
with rain at the end of the weekend. This
weekend is usually pivotal for growers and
retail
lot
operators
and
sometimes
determines the overall success of the
season. Sales were still up nationally but by a
smaller percentage. Retail lots and box
stores may have been less affected by the
weather than choose and cut farms. Our farm
sales were strong on Friday and Saturday but
hurt by the weather on Sunday. The bottom
line, it’s hard to make up a day of weak sales
caused by bad weather especially when it’s
near the end of the sales season. This
certainly proved true this year.
I mentioned hope earlier and I do think our
industry has reason to be optimistic. For the
first time in several years, artificial trees lost
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sales in 2008, perhaps a trend that continued
into 2009 and with some luck into 2010. We
are finally getting the environmental
community on our side in the real vs artificial
debate. The green and buy fresh buy local
movements are helping us get consumer’s
attention. The folks that are involved in these
movements are coming to us and
want to include our products in
their promotions. As an aside, I
don’t count Martha Stewart here,
and if you’ve seen her December
magazine, you were likely agitated
about her comments concerning
real trees. Just a few years ago she
was singing our praises but it so
happens a major advertiser in her
magazine this year was, you
guessed it, a large manufacture of
artificial trees! It looks like a checkoff program is going to become a

reality in 2010-11 which will give the industry
the resources to promote our product in a
way we’ve never seen before. Past promotion
has
been
fragmented
and
woefully
underfunded. Everyone in the business will
benefit from this program whether they are a
large grower, small choose and cut
operation, or a supplier of goods for our
industry. Last but not least, while our product
has not proven to be recession
proof, it has certainly faired better
than some other segments of the
economy, and for that we can be
grateful. The key to our business is
to understand why this has
occurred and to be able to capitalize
on the affection the public has for
our products. My mother lives in an
assisted living facility and hasn’t
had a real tree for
years; but
mention a real tree Christmas tree
and it brings a smile to her face.
That’s what I’m talking about!!
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and K even to my fields that have High and
High+ test results. This question is especially
relevant since I am growing a tree crop, which is
not a heavy user of nutrients as compared to
field crops such as corn. It would seem that this
is a recommendation that will unnecessarily
increase grower costs and probably contribute to
pollution of surface and groundwater. In my
view, these nutrient recommendations are in
need of revision and clarification for the good of
our wallets and our water. Because of the
generally positive test results I receive about my
soil (often High and High+ for P and K), I do not
add nutrients regardless of recommendations
that appear on the soil report I receive. I am
assuming that if a soil already has high P and K
levels, the recommendations for nutrients that
are given in the report are not based on an
existing deficiency, so they must be based on
the potential deficiency of nutrients that might
arise from the nutrients that will be taken up by
the trees. (But I can’t tell whether that is what the
recommendations mean.)
However, I have
heavy, nutrient-holding soil, I don’t disc or bare
my fields, and I help to maintain healthy soil by
leaving large amounts of vegetation (grasses
and weeds) clippings on the fields by mowing.
Therefore, it seems conceivable to me that
many, if not all, of the nutrients used by my trees
will be naturally replaced so that regular,
chemical fertilizer applications won’t be
necessary.
It probably helps my nutrient
situation that my tree spacing of 7’ x 8’ places
less of a demand for nutrients on the soil than
would tighter spacing. In any event, I can easily
determine whether the nutrient levels (accept N)
in my fields are being maintained by natural
processes simply by having periodic soil tests
done.
As most of you know, soil N cannot be
accurately determined from a soil analysis; a
foliar analysis is needed. As I understand it, the
foliar analysis is more expensive and difficult to
get done. Therefore, what I do to determine
whether my trees might benefit from an
application of N is simply conduct my own very
practical N analysis. I apply 1-to-1.5 oz. of urea

(46-0-0) around a relatively small number of
trees about which I am concerned. (That is
approximately the amount recommended for
Christmas trees by the VA Cooperative
Extension Service, Soil Test Notes, Note 23) I
leave some similar, nearby trees untreated to
serve as my control group for comparison. If,
after a growing season, I don’t observe a
significant difference between my treated and
untreated trees, I don’t see any point in applying
fertilizer to thousands of trees; that would just
increase my costs and contribute to water
pollution. By the way, my own field tests so far
have not shown any apparent improvement in
my trees in response to fertilizer applications.
Unfortunately, I find the N fertilizer
recommendations in the soil report that I receive
to be as confusing as the recommendations for P
and K described above. Even though the soil
analysis does not include a test for N, the
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VCTGA Mourns the Passing of
Industry Friend Tom Richards
Mr. Richards was an undergraduate at Wilkes
College and received his graduate degree from
Columbia University. He taught math and also
served as a school principal in Pennsylvania before
beginning a long career in textbook sales and
management in Arizona, Illinois, and California.
In his later years he enjoyed a successful career as
a salesman in the Christmas tree industry and
greatly widened his circle of friends and colleagues
across the eastern United States and Canada during
innumerable trips to conventions and trade shows,
accompanied on most occasions by his wife. From
these nursery trade shows, Mr. Richards
accumulated many varieties of trees, shrubs, and
perennials, and he and his wife greatly enjoyed
building up and maintaining their garden and lawn,
both of which were a source of great pride for the
family.
Tom’s friendly, soft spoken presence will be missed
at VCTGA Annual Meetings.
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bottom of every report I receive recommends
that I “broadcast 110 lbs/N/acre at
establishment”.
If, as I interpret it, this
recommendation means that I should apply 110
lbs/N/acre only when a field is first established,
then it only pertains to the one-time, or
infrequent, event when a grower establishes a
field. If that is the case, it is a recommendation
that probably should not be stated on every soil
report that is sent out to Christmas tree growers,
or it should be emphasized that this is a one-shot
recommendation that should otherwise be
ignored. It also seems highly unlikely that every
field would require this same amount at the time
it is established.
Many fields may have
adequate N without any addition of chemical N,
and other fields may benefit from only a small
addition of N, so I don’t understand why all of my
reports recommend that I broadcast 110 lbs/N/
acre on every field. Anyway, as you can tell, this
N recommendation is quite unclear to me, and

very possibly to others, so I think it should be
deleted from the report or clarified. It appears
that despite the N recommendation in the soil
report, it is quite possible that your soil naturally
has every bit of the N that your trees require for
good health and growth. In which case, your
trees would not benefit from any additional N. A
foliar analysis can give you some indication as to
whether your trees are lacking N. Alternatively,
you could do your own little field experiment and
see firsthand whether your trees show
improvement from adding N or any other
nutrient.
In conclusion, your Christmas tree fields may
not need any additional nutrients. Fortunately, it
is relatively easy to get some information about
possible nutrient deficiencies. This can be
accomplished by getting a soil analysis done and
conducting your own field tests on a relatively
small number of trees. Following this simple
procedure may help you significantly reduce
your costs for labor and fertilizer. If your soil
analysis shows High, High+, or Very High levels
of P and K, your trees probably won’t respond to
additions of these nutrients according to the VA
Cooperative Extension Service, so it appears
any recommendations to apply P and K should
probably be ignored. Regarding N, short of a
foliar analysis, you might be best served by
conducting your own N fertilization experiment to
see whether your trees respond rather than
automatically adding N. According to several
studies on fertilizing Christmas trees, the most
common response, if any, of trees to N
fertilization is in foliage color. Conveniently,
color response, or lack of response, is readily
observable to tree growers, in contrast to stem
caliper or bud size.
Finally, I want to thank Professor John
Frampton (N. C. State University), Dr. Ron Gehl
(N. C. State extension specialist), and Professor
Emeritus Frank Gouin (University of Maryland)
for their helpful thoughts and guidance on the
subject of fertilizing Christmas trees. They are
not, however, responsible for, and don’t
necessarily agree with, any statements or
inferences that I have made in this note.
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Classified Ads
Vans Pines Nursery Inc. West Olive, MI

For Sale:

Conifer Jiffy Plug Liners
 Conifer Plug Plus Transplants
 Deciduous Seedlings
Free Catalog Call 1800-888-7337
or www.vanspines nursery.com

7—11 foot Frazer Fir trees
Contact Bobby Miller 336-982-7445



For Sale:
Premium White Pine Christmas Trees
5' to 9', cut and baled. Call 336-372-2992

For Sale:
Antique one Horse Sleigh!
Also Carry—all for 3 point Hitch on small
tractor. Call Fred Wagoner 336-620-1590

Wanted:
Someone to plant Christmas Trees on 4+/acres of land in Wythe County, VA.
email Scott Adams:
adamss@bellsouth.net

For Sale:
10—15 foot White Pines trees sheared every
other year. Suitable for wreath or roping.
Contact Cindy Haygood at Glenthorn Farm
Cindy@gfsb.org 804-366-0076

For Sale:
Drill Machine for Yule stand system with drill
bit and collar. $300.00 Call 540-885-3008

Joe’s Trees Uses Special Events to
Give Customers a Christmas Tree
Experience to Remember

Horse drawn Hay Rides with Santa

Alaskan Sled Dogs

Virginia Tech Hokie Bird

21

VCTGA Board of Directors
President

One-Year Directors

Two Year Directors

Virginia Carroll

Robert O’Keeffe

Jocelyn Lampert

Claybrooke Farm
207 Fairway Drive
Louisa, VA 23093
Phone: 540-967-1076

Rifton Farm and Nursery
240 Rifton Ln
Pilot, Va 24138-1576
Ph:(540) 651-8440

Crazy Joe’s Christmas Tree Farm
18028 Carrico Mills Road
Elkwood, Va 22718
Ph:(540) 423-9020

President@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Robert@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Jocelyn@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Past President
Tim Williams

John Ensor

Tommy Naylor

Greene Meadows Farm

Spruce Rock Farm
1104 Morningwood Ln
Great Falls, VA 22066-1609
Phone: 540-543-2253
TimWilliams@Virginiachristmastrees.org

487 Crow Mountain Rd
Stanardsville, Va 22973-3229
Ph:(434) 990-1999
JohnE@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Northlake Christmas Tree & Nursery
7326 Meadowbrook Rd
Benson, NC 27504-8273
Ph: 919 894-3524
Fax: 919 894-3524
tenaylor07@embarqmail.com

Vice-President
Steve Satterfield

Charlie Conner

Dave Thomas

Mountian Magic Christmas Trees
970 Snider Branch Rd
Marion, VA 24354-6562
Ph: (276) 783-7732
conner@vt.edu

Valley Star Farms
390 Almond Drive
Luray, Va 22835
Ph:(540) 860-8040
dlthomas@shentel.net

Grants
Sue Bostic

Industry Advisors
Kyle Peer

Joe’s Trees
5110 Cmberland Gap Road
Newport, VA 2418
Phone: (540) 544-7303
JoesTrees@pemtel.net

VA Tech Dept of Forestry
PO Box 70
Critz VA 24082-0070
Phone: 276-694-4135
eduadvisor@virginiachristmastrees.org

Elysium Tree Farm
21041 Clarks Mountain Road
Rapidan, VA 22733
Phone: 540-672-4512
VicePresident@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Treasurer
Jeff Miller
Horticulture Management Assoc.
383 Coal Hollow Rd
Christiansburg VA 24073-6721
Ph: 540-382-0943
Fax 540-382-2716
jbmiller@swva.net

National Advisor
John Carroll
Claybrooke Farm
207 Fairway Dr
Louisa, VA 23093-6522
Phone: 540 872-3817
claybrookefarm@verizon.net

Secretary/Newsletter
Jeanie Francis
2252 Windsor Ave.
Roanoke VA 24015-2206
Phone: 540-343-8284
secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org

Pines & Needles
Published Quarterly
by Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association
January, April, July and October

Danny Neel
VDACS Regional Marketing Development
Manager
250 Cassell Rd
Wytheville VA 24382-3317
Phone: 276-228-5501
danny.neel@vdacs.virginia.gov

All members are encouraged to
contribute articles, photos, questions,
comments, helpful hints and advice.
David Robishaw
Advertisement design and layout
VDACS Regional Marketing Development
services available.
Manager
900 Natural Resources Dr Ste 300
Charlottesville VA 22903-2982
Phone: 434-984-0573
david.robishaw@vdacs.virginia.gov

