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Scotch Pine, A Tree Most Growers Love to Hate
By Tommy Naylor
With all the many tree species many growers try
to include in their inventory it seems the Scotch
pine is the most unruly, uncooperative and
perhaps the most cantankerous tree to whip into a
Christmas tree. To put it bluntly, it simply does not
want to be a Christmas tree. If this tree could talk
back to you it would probably lay a good cussing
on you, not to mention the cantankerous attitude it
has.

source looks quite good
for the time being. The
source I now hinge my last
hopes on for a scotch pine
in flatter terrain is the 'East
Anglia' variety. My source
for these was Carino's
Nursery in
Indiana,
Pennsylvania.
The
seedlings I received were
of good quality and potted
them in a true one gallon pot. The trunks are
straight, good green color although the needles
are little longer than French or Spanish varieties.
What makes this variety unique is that it is good to
zone 8- coastal plain climate. As with Virginia pine
all scotch pine is subject to Nantucket pine tip
moth. With proper treatment, this problem can be
minimized. The 'East Anglia variety is perhaps the
best choice for piedmont and coastal plain tree
growers.

While I was in the field very early one recent
morning, I saw these rascals that needed a trim
up. Much to my dismay they did not want to
cooperate in terms of sculpting out a nice tree
come December. What few I have and it is good
only a few, they are still very small, planted three
or more years ago. Some are so tight that they
could pass for Helleri or Compacta holly in the
landscape. Others are too loose to make a tree
and still a tree here and there might make the
grade someday. The trunks on some of these are
so large they would pass for bonsai. Maybe I
should call in the local radio station to the buy, sell
and trade show to see if I could sell some of these
for bonsai plants. I bet I could find some one who
loves the art of bonsai that it may be possible.

A grower friend of mine in Wake County near
Raleigh has been growing Scotch pine for a
number of years and has had his share of
problems. Finally, Bobby got a tree to six or seven
feet and sold it one recent sale season. I supply
Bobby with container Scotch pine and the 'East
Anglia' variety is what he is banking to get more
available for sale. During the time of growing
Scotch pine, Bobby tried in vain to get Dr. John
Frampton at NC State to get some genetic
improvements for this tree. Of course, Dr
Frampton found this amusing with all the problems
associated with Scotch and of course what
monies are available are geared toward Fraser fir
improvements for the mountain growers and white
pine and Virginia pine for the eastern growers.
Nevertheless Bobby is still trying to produce the
finest Scotch pine he can.

Granted these trees are not native to America but
come to us from Scotland, England and the
mountains in France and Spain. Yet the Scotch
pine has and air of its own. It makes a great
looking landscape tree where it is made into
topiaries, and poodle form plants that commands
a high price. Its color being a deep green to bluish
tints propels this to make a Christmas tree but this
where this niceness of this tree comes to an end.
Many years of genetic improvement has carried
this tree to popularity mainly in Michigan and
Pennsylvania but when the Fraser fir made the
scene, many fields of Scotch pine were destroyed
in these states where the demand dropped
drastically. Growing this tree in the South is
almost an impossibility unless you live in the
higher terrain. It will not behave in the piedmont
and much less so in the coastal plain. However,
there is some possibility that the right tree for the
right climatic zone may do well in these areas.
The trees I have came from Pennsylvania and
from the Virginia DOF. Surprisingly, the Virginia

Given the unruly, bad behavioral attitude this tree
is capable of displaying, don't discount the positive
side it has as well. I know of someone who talks to
her plants in a loving and caring way. I suppose
when it come to the problematic Scotch pine a
little tender loving care would do little harm to
coax this tree into something it does not want to
be.
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VCTGA Marketing Toolbox
Get all the information you need for successful
marketing and advertising of your Christmas Tree
business. The more you know, the faster you’ll grow!

Members $40

Non-Members $50

Contact Jeanie Francis to order your copy today!

Email Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org
Or call 540-343-8284
Also Available at the 2009 Annual Meeting!

Please renew your VCTGA
Membership for 2009!
Visit the VCTGA website
today for more information
and registration forms!
www.virginiachristmastrees.org
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2009 VCTGA Annual Meeting
It’s just around the corner!
Join us at our Annual Meeting August 27th, 28th and 29th at the Holiday Inn
University in Blacksburg, Va.
Check out the agenda on pages 9 and 10 and see all the great presentations, speakers and activities
to help make your farm the best it can be!
You can count on seeing your favorite vendors, old friends, and some new ones too. Don’t forget the
auction, your donations will help make it one of the best ever. And this year’s Farm Tour is sure to be a
highlight!
Make your hotel reservations today: (Be sure to mention VCTGA for discounted rates)
Holiday Inn University
900 Prices Fork Rd Blacksburg, Va 24060
Phone: (540) 552-7001
Web: www.Holiday-Inn.com/blacksburgva
All of the details are on the VCTGA website www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
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2009 VCTGA Christmas Tree and Wreath
Competition
The 2009 Virginia Christmas Tree and Wreath Contests will be held at the
Holiday Inn, Blacksburg, VA. Trees will be accepted and setup on
Thursday August 27, 2009 from 8am to noon. Judging will begin at noon
on Thursday, August 27, 2009.
Each Virginia Christmas Tree Association 2009 member in good standing
and a prior member in 2008, is eligible to enter up to four trees and two
wreaths in the VCTGA Christmas Tree and Wreath Contests.
The four Christmas Tree contest classes will be: (A) all firs (B) all pines (C) all spruces and
(D) other species.
The two Wreath contest classes will be (A) Undecorated (B) Decorated
For complete rules and entry form, please go to www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org and click on
2009 Annual Meeting and look for the contest rules and entry form.
Or call the VCTGA office: 540-343-8284
Or email: Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org
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Good Times at the 2008 VCTGA Annual Meeting
in Ruckersville, Va.
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2009 Annual Meeting Event Schedule
*agenda subject to change*

Thursday, August 27th
8:00 Registration Opens

12:00-1:30 Lunch on your own

8:00-12:00 Tree and Wreath Registration
See Greg Miller in order to enter your
“PERFECT” Christmas tree and/or your
“MASTERPIECE” of a wreath.

1:30-2:00 Dr. John Frampton NCSU
Phytophthora root rot. Using controlled
inoculations of containerized seedlings, he has
been unable to find Phytophthora-resistant Fraser
fir, but has been able to rank the relative
resistance of many (32) of the fir species that
occur worldwide.

8:30-9:00 2009 Considerations for New
Growers
Kyle Peer, Superintendent Reynolds
Homestead Forest Resources Research
Center. Don’t miss this!!

2:00-2:30 Dr. John Frampton NCSU
These results led to a cone collection expedition in
Turkey that resulted in a genetically diverse seed
collection of Turkish and Trojan fir. Phytophthora
inoculations of seedlings grown from these seeds
have revealed an interesting geographic pattern to
resistance in these species. This research along
with plans for further development of this material
will be presented.

Must have information for new growers.
9:00 Welcome; Tim Williams, President
9:05-9:30 Charlie Connor, Retired VT
Extension Agent
Sprayer Calibration, Learn how to fine tune
your herbicides, pesticides formulas. Spend
time learning to calibrate to avoid waste of
expensive chemicals.

2:30-3:30 “NEW”Vendors Show off your Stuff!
Vendor time to show new products and tell
about show specials. One by One each
vendor will be allowed time to tell about their
products.

9:30 – 10:00 Kyle Peer
Chemical Certification

3:30-4:00 NCTA Update John Carroll,

9:30-10:00 Break & Visit Vendors

Virginia Director to the NCTA

10:00-11:00 Mike Wooden, Farm Service
Agency

An overview of the efforts the NCTA has
undertaken to expand the Real Tree Market
and the proposed Check Off program.

Information on Ownership and Operating
Loans for farms for growers and land owners

4:00- 4:30 Visit Vendors

10:30-11:00 Break & Visit Vendors

5:30

11:00-11:45 Susan Sink of Sinkland Pumpkin

B-B-Q Dinner & Auction
Hosted by Greg and Debbie Miller

Farm John Paul Houston of Sweet

Directions at Registration Table

Providence Tree Farm

5:45

Farm Attractions. How to get families to your
farm. Try something new… hayrides, school
tours; face painting, contest, baked goods,
jams etc. Learn from those who are
successful.

Auction & Open Bar
Auctioneer; Danny Neel

6:30

10
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Friday, August 28th

Why growers need to be concerned. What
to do before shipping wholesale or C&C
trees. PowerPoint with helpful photos.
EVERY grower should attend this
presentation.

7:00-8:00 Early-Riser Round Table Discussion
David Huffman; Mediator

Discuss issues that growers are facing
3:15-4:15 VCTGA Business Meeting and
today over a cup of coffee. Learn from
Elections
veteran growers - ask questions in a casual
setting.
4:15-4:45 Success Isn’t Random
8:00-9:00 Visit Vendors

Dr Alex White, Virginia Tech

9:00-10:00 Jennifer Gagnon; Extension

A business plan can help improve the
success of your business. We will discuss
the main reasons to have a business plan,
the main components, and how to use a
business plan to improve the management
of your operation.

Forester, Virginia Tech Forestry Dept.
The Virginia Forest Landowner Education
Program –“A Resource for Woodland
Owners"

4:45-6:30

10:00- 10:15 Danny Neel;

Cash Bar, Visit Vendors

VDACS Marketing Division

6:30- Banquet & Awards

Updates on programs & funds

The history of VCTGA, how did we get
here? Who were our past-presidents?

10:15-11:15 Dr. Eric Hinesley, UNC
Postharvest physiology and handling of
Christmas trees. Included will be results
and conclusions from a wide variety of
experiments and tests related to this
subject.

Banquet cost $23.00 person

Saturday, August 29th
9:30 am Farm Tour

11:30- 1:00 Lunch on your own

Clark’s Hilltop Nursery, Floyd County

1:30-2:30

Hosted by Bobby & Vanessa Clark
Choose & Cut Farm and Nursery extended
over 280 acres with Fraser & Concolor Fir,
Hemlock, Blue, Norway & White Spruce,
Concolor Fir.

Dr. Thomas Fox, Associate Professor
Co-Director Virginia Tech Forest
Nutrition Research Cooperative
Fertilization of Christmas Trees in Virginia

Take a hayride around the farm as The
Clark’s discuss what works for them.

How to recognize nutrient deficiencies in
trees using soil tests, foliage tests and
visual ymptoms. Fertilizer prescriptions to
improve growth, health and color of
Christmas trees

Jim Higham;
Small Engine Repair, By Power Zone
Lunch $10.00 per person

2:30-3:15

30 minute drive from hotel

Brian Kreowski,, Agriculture Inspector,
VDACS Office of Plant and Pest Services
How to identify Gypsy Moths in each stage.
11
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Now’s the time to checkout the VCTGA Website
Don’t wait till fall! Check your farm’s listing and web page on the VCTGA website and send any
updates to Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org. While you’re there, check out the VCTGA annual
meeting information and all the other great resources. Go to www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org now!

Classified Ads
Vans Pines Nursery Inc. West Olive, MI
Conifer Jiffy Plug Liners
 Conifer Plug Plus Transplants
 Deciduous Seedlings
Free Catalog Call 1800-888-7337
or www.vanspines nursery.com


For Sale:
10—15 foot White Pines trees sheared every
other year. Suitable for wreath or roping.
Contact Cindy Haygood at Glenthorn Farm
Cindy@gfsb.org 804-366-0076

For Sale:
500 "pale Blue" 8 foot Colorado Blue
Spruce for sale as Cut Christmas Trees
500 Norway Spruce 3 to 5 foot as dug B & B
David Huffman
Spruce Ridge Tree Farm
Newport, Va 24128
Cell # 540 874 8733

For Sale:
7—11 foot Frazer Fir trees
Contact Bobby Miller 336-982-7445

For Sale:
Drill Machine for Yule stand system with drill
bit and collar. $300.00
Call 540-885-3008

For Sale:
Antique one Horse Sleigh!
Also Carry—all for 3 point Hitch on small
tractor.
Call Fred Wagoner
336-620-1590
For Sale:
Mitsubishi 180D 4wd Tractor
18 hp 3 cylinder diesel 1700 hours
gear drive, 6 forward, 2 reverse narrow
width:37"original owner, good condition
$2900 Contact John Carroll (540) 967-1076
claybrookefarm@verizon.net
Wanted:
Someone to plant Christmas Trees on 4+/acres of land in Wythe County, VA.
email Scott Adams: adamss@bellsouth.net
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Thanks to the VCTGA
For Helping Us Prepare for Our First Selling Season
Part 2 of a 2 part series
by Steve Rhoades
Continued from the Spring 2009 edition of Pines
and Needles.

in bunches rather

Our farm was open Friday-Sunday, from 10 am to

distributed

5 pm, beginning the day after Thanksgiving.

throughout the day.

Three of us handled all of the work; Sharon, our

As a consequence,

son Ken, and I.

if

Sharon ran the shop and

than

being

we

evenly

anticipate

collected the money for the trees, while Ken and I

more

helped the customers with trees.

next year, we should probably hire someone to

On our four

busiest days, we had 35 or 36 customers.

customers

At

help us on Saturdays and Sundays, but again we

times on those days, Ken and I had a bit of a

have no idea what we should expect for next year-

backlog (four people waiting) for cleaning, baling,

-the same number of people as our first year, not

and loading trees because people tended to arrive

quite so many, maybe ten percent (24) more, or a
lot more?!

Of course, we could easily handle 36

customers ourselves if folks did not arrive in
bunches, but they often do, so we want to avoid
having even longer backlogs. We also want to
maintain our quality of service in preparing the
trees to leave the farm.
In addition to the trees, we were selling
wreaths, swags, and crosses. As with trees, we
had no idea how many we might sell. But, we
needed to have some target number for planning
our greens-cutting and wreath-making efforts. So
for guidance, we relied on a rule-of-thumb
suggested to us by some of the members. That
is, we were told that we could expect to sell
approximately one wreath for every five trees sold.
This proved to be remarkably good information
and a very useful guide.

We sold 19 wreaths,

nine crosses, 14 small (3-clip) swags, and three

14

WWW.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org 540-343-8284
large (6-clip) swags. As a little arithmetic will tell

we grow our trees in an environmentally friendly

you, the total sales of wreaths, crosses, and

fashion by, among other things, using Integrated

swags added up to almost exactly one-fifth of the

Pest Management techniques

total number of trees that we sold. In our shop,

Day) in order to keep pesticide use to a bare

we also sold quite a few little gifts and decorations

minimum and by using fertilizer only when there is

along with 10 small table arrangements.

a clear need for it.

The importance of making a good impression

(thanks to Eric

As you all know, the

environmental and health effects of products have

tree quality,

apparently become important to an increasing

cleanliness, and convenience in the face of

number of folks and may be the very reason why

serious competition from artificial trees has been

more people may turn away from artificial trees in

with real Christmas trees through

emphasized by numerous speakers at the VCTGA

favor of real trees.

Lastly, we were kind of

We tried to follow

surprised that there was very

through on these exhortations.

little demand for the porta-potty

Based

unsolicited

we rented. Nevertheless, it was

comments made by a number

probably a big hit for the two or

of our customers, we think our

three folks who went right to it

farm made a good impression

upon getting out of their cars.

for us in particular and for real

Moreover, we used the potty

trees

several

meetings.

on

more

Favorable

generally.

comments

times,

so

we

will

probably rent one again next

were

made about how neat and trim our fields were,

year, but I must confess that it is not clear that the

how nicely shaped the trees were, the fact that we

porta-potty passes the cost-benefit test.

put all trees in or on the customer’s vehicle, the

suppose for the very few folks who ducked right in

convenience of having tree carts to bring trees in

there, it was priceless.

I

from the field [more information on the carts in

In conclusion, we think we had a very

Pines and Needles (Summer 2008)], and how

successful opening season and extend our thanks

thoroughly we cleaned out the trees.

to the VCTGA and its many members who helped

cleaning

involved

a

through

Our tree

hand-cleaning

us do it.

followed by a ride on the shaker, so that even the
Scotch pines were slick as a whistle when they left
the farm.

We also passed out a sheet telling

customers how to care for their tree, wreath, or
arrangement. Another handout described how we
grow trees at our farm, highlighting the fact that

15
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Donations needed for the
Annual VCTGA Auction.
One of the highlights of the VCTGA Annual Meeting
is the fund raiser auction.
Over the years,
thousands of dollars have been raised to help
provide scholarships to Va students interested in
forestry, Christmas Tree and other agricultural
careers.
Every year there are interesting and useful goods
and services donated by members, vendors and
other businesses available to the highest bidder.
We need your help gathering donations for this
years auction. Please ask your local merchants and
businesses if they will donate items or services to
our organization, or bring some items of your own
(Christmas Tree related or not).
Please help make this the best auction ever!

16
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VCTGA Board of Directors
President

One-Year Directors

Two Year Directors

Tim Williams

Billy Cornette - Internet Services

Robert O’Keeffe

Spruce Rock Farm
1104 Morningwood Ln
Great Falls, VA 22066-1609
Phone: 540-543-2253
TimothyWil@msn.com

Reed Island Farm Inc
715 Peacock Dr
Hillsville VA 24343-4315
Ph: 276-766-3134
Cell: 276-733-6699
billy@virginiachristmastrees.org
rounders3@embarqmail.com

Rifton Farm and Nursery
240 Rifton Ln
Pilot, Va 24138-1576
Ph:(540) 651-8440
Rifton@swva.net

Past President
Sue Bostic - Grants

Steve Rhoades – Finance & Audit/
Governance

John Ensor

Joe’s Trees
Rt. 3 Box 1014
New Castle VA 24127
Home Phone: 540-864-8258
Farm Phone: 540-544-7303
Fax: 540-544-7595
joestrees@pemtel.net

Mountain View Farm
13400 Joy Rd
Lusby MD 20657-2639
Phone: (410) 326-0604
sarhoades1@juno.com

487 Crow Mountain Rd
Stanardsville, Va 22973-3229
Ph:(434) 990-1999
GreeneMeadowsFrm@aol.com

Vice-President
Tim Williams

Tommy Naylor

Charlie Conner

Northlake Christmas Tree & Nursery
7326 Meadowbrook Rd
Benson, NC 27504-8273
Ph: 919 894-3524
Fax: 919 894-3524
tenaylor07@embarqmail.com

Mountain Magic Christmas Trees
970 Snider Branch Rd
Marion, Va 24354-6562
Ph:(276) 783-7732
conner@vt.edu

Committee
Richard Kreh – Scholarships

Industry Advisors
Kyle Peer

1309 Scenic Dr
Stuart VA 24171-2739
Phone: 276-694-3072
rckreh@embarqmail.com

VA Tech Dept of Forestry
PO Box 70
Critz VA 24082-0070
Phone: 276-694-4135
eduadvisor@virginiachristmastrees.org

Spruce Rock Farm
1104 Morningwood Ln
Great Falls, VA 22066-1609
Phone: 540-543-2253
TimothyWil@msn.com

Treasurer
Jeff Miller
Horticulture Management Assoc.
383 Coal Hollow Rd
Christiansburg VA 24073-6721
Ph: 540-382-0943
Fax 540-382-2716
jbmiller@swva.net

National Advisor
John Carroll
Claybrooke Farm
207 Fairway Dr
Louisa, VA 23093-6522
Phone: 540 872-3817
claybrookefarm@verizon.net

Secretary/Newsletter
Jeanie Francis
2252 Windsor Ave.
Roanoke VA 24015-2206
Phone: 540-343-8284
newsletter@virginiachristmastrees.org
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