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Too Much Time On My Hands
By Billy Cornette
There is a great danger in being a Christmas tree
farmer during the winter months. Too much time
to think and ponder things is what I am talking
about. Of course most of this time in my case is
spent either playing old time music or building
banjos out of assorted objects gleaned from the
many antique and junk stores located where I live
in the Blue Ridge Mountains. When I am doing
something creative, like making a banjo with my
hands, there is never enough time to go around
and it certainly is not wasted.
When I am
spending time with my music, my skills slowly
improve and every now and then I find a way to
put some words and a few notes together and, lo
and behold, come up with a new tune or song. At
the very least, I sometimes find a better and more
pleasing way of playing some of the old tunes.
Now this use of the time in those evenings
stretched long by the extended darkness is not
what I am talking about as being dangerous. It’s
the pondering and thinking that gets me into
trouble.

the pressure of tree growing? Some of this has
happened of course but I think the real reason of
my more relaxed attitude is that I have simply
finally learned how to really produce and sell
Christmas trees. I am at once pleased that I no
longer have to worry so much about my
profession and I am also eager to teach others
some of the things that I have learned.
This is the Christmas tree growing association
working like it was meant to. A forum where we
can learn from others and where we can teach
others what we have learned the hard way. Us
old fellows know that experience is the best
teacher and it damn sure is the most expensive.
We also can appreciate the fact that there is a
new generation of very smart young folks out
there that can teach us a thing or two about
growing trees as well. Particularly the use of new
tools like the computer, the internet, facebook,
and the like. New farm machinery is being
developed all the time and new innovations can
make our Job easier and easier. Many of the
younger members may have some of this new
machinery and have the expertise to use it and I
find that they are usually eager to share this
knowledge. It seems to me that if every tree
grower could realize just what we have here in
VCTGA, they would want to be a member of our
association. Especially if they could only see how
much fun we have at our annual meeting and
workshops. What could be better than learning
new things, teaching the things that we know best
and having a fine time while doing all this?

It is only natural to sit back and reflect on the
things that matter to you during these
introspective thought sessions and this is where
the trouble comes from. As my 6 year term as a
member of the board of this organization draws to
a close, I think about the excitement I felt 20
years ago when I first joined VCTGA. I was eager
to learn all I could about the business that I was
just starting and knew that by joining 3 Christmas
tree organizations I would be able to share in the
knowledge and experience that all the older
growers seemed to have. Now I find that I am one
of those old guys and the excitement of growing
trees has mostly faded. I know an awful lot more
about our industry, I have seen many changes
develop in the ways we do almost everything, and
yes it is much easier to grow quality trees than it
was when I began.
Is this because new
innovations have occurred that take away some of

So, it seems to me that the most important thing
we can do to keep our association growing is
getting the word out to other farmers who don’t
know about the benefits of the association and to
other folks who just may be considering becoming
a tree farmer in the future. This is the reason I
work so hard on the web site. This is the reason I
(Continued on page 16)
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VCTGA Marketing Toolbox

CALL FOR CANDIDATES
The terms of the VCTGA president, vice president,
and three of the directors on the board of directors
expire this year. Elections to fill those positions will
be held at the annual meeting of the VCTGA in
Blacksburg, VA this August. If you are willing to
serve in any of these positions, or have questions
about serving, please contact Steve Rhoades at
(410) 326-0604 or sarhoades1@juno.com. If you
know of someone who you think might be interested
and would be a good candidate, please give me
their name, and I will contact them. Board meetings
are now generally conducted via a one-hour
conference call, so no traveling is necessary to be
involved as an officer or director!
There continue to be several good reasons to serve
as an officer or director. First, it is an opportunity to
help the VCTGA continue providing the numerous
benefits each of us enjoy. Second, serving as an
officer or director gives you the opportunity to be
directly involved in decision making and push for
changes that you think would improve the
association. Third, serving on the board would
provide you a first-hand look at how your association
functions. For example, you would see how efforts
are made to manage costs, how the annual meeting
is planned and organized, how the VCTGA seeks
support from state agencies and private
organizations, and how efforts are made to enhance
benefits to members given our budget constraints.
The board usually meets via conference call (no
traveling!!) three or four times a year, and a board
meeting takes place at the VCTGA annual meeting
in August.
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Get all the information you need for successful
marketing and advertising of your Christmas Tree
business. The more you know, the faster you’ll grow!

Members $40

Non-Members $50

Contact Jeanie Francis to order your copy today!

Email Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org
Or call 540-343-8284

Please renew your VCTGA
Membership for 2009!
Visit the VCTGA website
today for more information
and registration forms!
www.virginiachristmastrees.org
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NCTA Board of Directors Supports Check-Off Program
By John Carroll
The Christmas tree industry has been exploring a
Check-Off program to better promote Real Trees
for a number of years. A recent meeting of the
NCTA Board promises to make this program a
reality.
A Check-Off is a legal entity overseen by the
U. S. Department of Agriculture and is specifically
for producers of agricultural products. The
producers design the various facets of the
program and a producer board oversees the
operation and the disbursements of funds for
promotion and research. A vote of the producers
is required and most likely a delayed referendum
will be selected to give our industry a chance to
see what the program is like.
The details for the Check-Off program the NCTA
Board of Directors voted to supported are as
follows:
The proposed assessment rate would be $0.15
per harvested tree.
The proposed exemption level is harvested
trees less than 500. (In other words, if you
harvested 499 tree or less during the
season you would not have to pay the
assessment.)

of those who are subject to and have paid
the assessment.
There will be referendums every five years
following the initial referendum.

Imports would have no exemption level.

A separate, independent board will be formed OK what does all of this mean and how will it
with representation proportionate to affect producers, research, and markets in
production.
Virginia? A $0.15 assessment rate would generate
The proposed referendum of growers will be about 3-4 million dollars nationally to be used for
delayed to give the industry a chance to promotion and research. That is over ten times the
see what the program is like.
amount that has been given voluntarily through
Each company that is subject to the the Real Tree or similar programs for the
assessment will have one vote in the promotion of real trees.
referendum.

Ten percent of the funds will be set aside for
Christmas tree research, which is a real need in
our industry. Initiatives like species trials, genetics,
equipment, insect and disease problems could
receive some much needed funding. There will
most likely be a set aside of ten percent of the
funds generated in each state that would be
available through grants from the Check-Off
Board.

Because of the proposed referendum, there
will be two to three years of temporary
refunds made to those who request it up to
10 % of revenues collected, prorated if
there is more demand than money.
If the industry is not satisfied, it can vote
against the check-off; or if the check off is
already installed, it can be brought to
another referendum by the request of 10%

(Continued on page 9)
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Delegate Beverly Sherwood Named
2009 Distinguished Friend of Agribusiness
Frederick County Legislator Honored for Unwavering Support of State Farming and Forestry

Virginia Delegate Beverly J. Sherwood of Frederick County has been named
the Distinguished Friend of Agribusiness for 2009 by the Virginia
Agribusiness Council.
The award was presented at the Virginia Agribusiness Council’s 38 th Annual
Appreciation Banquet on January 15 at the Arthur Ashe Center in Richmond.
Delegate Sherwood represents the 29th House district which consists of the City of Winchester and part
of Frederick County. She was first elected to the Virginia House of Delegates in November 1993 and
currently serves as chair of the Militia, Police and Public Safety Committee and as a member of the
Appropriations; Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources; and Rules Committees. A former
member of the Frederick County Board of Supervisors and Frederick County Planning Commission,
Sherwood holds the distinction of the most senior female legislator in the Virginia House of Delegates.
“Delegate Sherwood’s interest in farming, forestry, and rural issues comes naturally as she and her
husband earned their livelihood from the land, growing timber and raising Christmas trees,” said Donna
Pugh Johnson, president of the Virginia Agribusiness Council. “Her background has given her an
exceptional understanding of the impact of legislation on our industry and rural Virginia.”
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2009 NCTA Convention & Trade Show
Saturday Farm Tours
August 12-15, 2009
Chattanooga, TN
Get on Board for a Great Meeting
The 2009 NCTA Convention & Trade Show is rolling into Chattanooga, Tenn., giving you a chance to
explore the unique farms of the Southeast. Mark your calendars for Aug. 12-15, 2009, and begin making
plans to attend.
For the latest details and updates, be sure to visit www.christmastree.org/convention09.cfm or contact us at
636/449-5070.
Hope to see you in Chattanooga!

Get on Board for Farm Tours
The Saturday Farm Tours are always a highlight of the Annual Convention, offering attendees the
opportunity to explore area farms and learn new tips and tools to take home to their businesses.
The Tennessee Christmas Tree Growers Association and Southern Christmas Tree Association have two great
farm tours planned for this year. All tours take place on Saturday, Aug. 15, and include lunch and
transportation. Tour prices will be released with registration information in the coming weeks.
Tourin' Tennessee

Select this tour and you'll be welcomed to ARCY Acres Christmas Tree Farm & Nursery, a 74-acre farm
located on a 2,000-foot elevation on the southern edge of the Cumberland Plateau. The family-owned farm
has grown in recent years from a Choose & Cut farm to a nearly year-round agritourism destination, offering
a nursery and garden center facility, handmade wreaths and centerpieces, school and group tours, a gift
shop and a hobby store specializing in model railroad items. A large part of the farm's research efforts have
included experimenting with exotic varieties. Owner and TCTGA President Art Landrigan will show how his
farm is trying to expand the offerings for consumers and growers throughout Tennessee. In addition to
Choose & Cut, pre-cut, balled & burlapped and tabletop trees, customers can find a variety of plants, flowers
and vegetables. In 2007, ARCY Acres was fortunate to obtain Crossville's only certified Jackson & Perkins
Rose Independent Garden Center status for the growth of the world renowned 'Jackson & Perkins' line of
beautiful Roses.
This tour will include a stop at the Cookie Jar Cafe - but don't let its simple name mislead you. Along with
great food, the cafe offers magnificent view of the mountains, a petting zoo, dairy farm tours, hayrides and a
corn maze.
Alabama Adventure

Hop on board this tour and you'll head southwest for an extensive tour and educational sessions at
Thornhill Christmas Tree Farm, owned and operated by Webb and Joy Thornhill. Attendees on this tour
will view the Thornhill' line production operation in their specially designed greenhouses, now producing
more than 15,000 one-gallon liners for planting. Webb will share his tips for proper gathering and
preparation of cuttings, irrigation techniques and more, and attendees will have the chance to learn about
the farm's production of living Christmas Trees and cultural practices for Southern species. Then, hop aboard
the Thornhill Express, the farm's 60-foot train, to explore the fields of award-winning trees and view the
hand-carved Nativity scene. The learning doesn't stop as experts from Mississippi State University will share
their research on soil analysis and sampling, and local growers will provide a tree-staking demonstration. Or,
you can just relax in a rocking chair on the porch of the Tree House with a glass of cold lemonade.
This tour will include a stop at the Unclaimed Baggage Center in Scottsboro, Ala., the only store in the
country that sells unclaimed baggage from airlines. This 40,000 sq. ft. building stocks more than 7,000 items
daily, just waiting for you to dig through for your "hidden treasure." You just might be amazed at what you
find!
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Check-Off Program (Continued from page 5)

Happy Birthday
VCTGA

According to the Census of Agriculture 2007,
Virginia harvested 313,710 Christmas trees
which would generate about $47,000 in CheckOff funds. I think this number is low and
unfortunately is a result of not or under reporting
production to USDA for the Census of Agriculture
surveys we get each year. Our production
numbers in Virginia have been declining for
some time and I believe this Check-Off program
will give us an opportunity to stabilize our
industry and capture some additional market for
our products.

50th
The Virginia Christmas Tree
Growers Association was formed
in 1959 and has been helping tree
farmers and the Christmas tree
industry for 50 years!

9

If you have questions about the Check-Off
program, how it will affect you or other concerns
for our industry, please e-mail or give me a call.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as
your representative to the National Christmas
Tree Association Board of Directors.
John Carroll
claybrookefarm@verizon.net
540-872-3817
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VCTGA 50th Annual Meeting
The Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association is 50 years old this year! Join
us for the celebration at our Annual Meeting August 27th, 28th and 29th at the
Holiday Inn University in Blacksburg, Va.
Some of this year’s featured speakers will be:
Jennifer Gagnon, Forestry Extension agent and Coordinator of the Va Forest Landowner Education
program for the Va. Tech Forestry department and Dr. Thomas Fox, Co-Director NCSU/VPI&SU
Forest Nutrition Research Cooperative
Start thinking about your entry in the Tree and Wreath competitions, consider making or getting
donations for the VCTGA Auction, and look forward to seeing old friends, your favorite vendors and
some new ones too.
Make your hotel reservations today: (Be sure to mention VCTGA for discounted rates)
Holiday Inn University
900 Prices Fork Rd Blacksburg, Va 24060
Phone: (540)522-7001 or Toll Free 1-800-Holiday (1-800-465-4329
Web: www.Holiday-Inn.com/blacksburgva
Look for more details coming soon to the VCTGA website www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org or in
your meeting registration package in the mail.
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Thanks to the VCTGA
For Helping Us Prepare for Our First Selling Season
Part 1 of a 2 part series
by Steve Rhoades
This is a note about the experience Sharon and I
had with our first year to be open as a choose-and
-cut Christmas tree farm in November 2008. I’d
like to begin, however, by thanking the VCTGA
and many of its members for helping us be well
prepared for our initial opening. Through the
Association, Sharon and I have learned a lot about
growing, marketing, and selling Christmas trees
since becoming members in 1998.
The
willingness of so many members to share their
knowledge and information with others is one of
the important benefits of VCTGA membership. A
related benefit is the ability of the VCTGA to bring
in speakers and advisors from Virginia Tech, the
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, the Cooperative Extension Service,
technical experts from out-of-state universities,
and other people with special expertise that may
be useful to members. Largely because of what
Sharon and I have learned through our VCTGA
membership, we had what we think was a
successful opening season for our farm and
remarkably did not encounter any serious hitches.
(I guess one could say that after 10 years of
getting ready for this occasion, we ought to be
able to get it right!)

are
Winchester,
Harrisonburg, and
Front Royal. All are
30 to 35 miles away
along an interstate
h i g h w a y .
Considerably closer
to us are the much
smaller towns of
W o o d s t o c k ,
Edinburg,
Mt.
Jackson,
Toms
Brook,
Strasburg,
a n d
B r y c e
Mountain, a resort community about 12 miles
beyond our farm along Rte. 42. As you can tell,
the area is rural to semi-rural. The two or three
choose-and-cut farms that had been within five
miles of our farm have all closed down within the
past five to ten years. Thus, our competition for
selling live trees comes from cut-trees sold at
Lowe’s, a nice retail nursery, a roadside stand,
and the Boy Scout’s lot. All are located just off of
Rte. 42 within ½ mile of I-81. Then, of course,
there is the competition from artificial trees sold
locally at Lowe’s and Walmart.

In an earlier issue of Pines and Needles (Spring
2008), Bill and Gwen Jones reported on their
experience with opening for the first time. I’d like
to do the same thing here for our farm and
highlight some of the experiences we had that
may be of interest to others with choose-and-cut
farms, especially those who are looking forward to
opening for the first time and those who have
been open for just a season or two. Who knows,
there may even be something in here that would
be useful to an experienced grower. If so, we are
returning a favor.

Particularly because this was going to be our first
year of sales, we tried to follow through on many
of the marketing suggestions we had received
through the VCTGA from members, presentations
at annual meetings, the Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services (including
some funding), and Christmas tree periodicals.
About November 1, we placed large signs noting
our products, days and hours of operation, and
phone number at the edge of our property
bordering on two roadways.
We also put
magnetic signs on our truck and car; placed an ad
in a local, weekly newspaper; left our business
card at several local businesses; got a lengthy
article with photo about Sharon’s involvement in
the VCTGA wreath-making contest into another
local, weekly newspaper (done in October); and
got a lengthy article with photos about the opening

To begin this little story, it is useful to present
some facts about the location of our farm and the
competition we face. Our farm, Mountain View
Farm, is just off of Rte. 42, 3-½ miles west of the
Woodstock exit from I-81. Thus, access to our
farm is simple and easy. The nearest larger towns
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of our farm to the public into a regional, daily
newspaper.
We had initiated these two
newspaper articles by sending write-ups to their
offices. We were also contacted by a regional,
interstate farm newspaper about Sharon’s
wreath making due to a press release by the
Governor’s office about her presentation of two
wreaths to the Governor’s wife in late November.
That contact resulted in another interview and
article with photos about our wreaths and the
farm. Apparently, the newspaper articles caught
the attention of a small, local radio station, and
we were invited to do a ½-hour, on-air interview.
The invitation was accepted. (Sharon demurred
leaving the interview chore to the family talker.)
Last and not least, we had taken advantage of
the opportunity to put a web page on the VCTGA
website.
Based on conversations with our customers, it
seems that the article about the opening of our
farm that appeared in the regional, daily
newspaper attracted more customers than any
other source. It is important to note that the
article did not include the address or phone
number for our farm, so people went on-line to try
and find our address and get other information
about us. Luckily, they could find us on the
VCTGA website. So if you haven’t talked with
Billy Cornette about setting up a web page, I
would strongly suggest that you get on with it,
especially if you have not yet established a
customer base. We are sure glad that we did.
Ok, so what was the end result of our little
marketing campaign (to say nothing of our work
growing Christmas trees for seven years!)? Of
course, we had no idea how many trees or
wreaths we might sell. I had guessed (hoped) that
we would sell at least 50 trees and I hoped, but
seriously doubted, that we would sell as many as
200 trees.
(I acknowledge that I was an
economist in my former life, so my forecasting
skills are immediately suspect.) We think our
marketing efforts were a success, because we
sold 243 trees, exceeding my most optimistic
expectations. We started the season with about
350 trees between 6’ and 7-½’ tall.
These
included Canaan fir, Scotch pine, Murray and Blue
Ice cypress, and a small number of white pines
and Norway spruces. We set our tree prices to be
sure we covered our costs (including labor) and

made a profit, and we also took into account the
prices of cut-trees at our local competitors. We
charged different prices for different species but
did not differentiate price on the basis of tree size.
This probably explains why every one of our trees
from 6-½’ to 7-½’ tall was cut and all of the trees
remaining after the season were under 6-½’.
Before the selling season, I had been quite
concerned about sales prospects for Murray and
Blue Ice cypress. We had 80 of each and many of
them were 7’ to 7-½’ tall. Moreover, they were
very full and dense and represented quite a
shearing chore (at least twice a season!). I had no
idea whether we would sell any of these trees
because they are virtually unknown as Christmas
trees in our area, they have a different name from
standard Christmas trees (not fir, pine, or spruce),
and they don’t even have needles!!
I was
concerned that people would not even go over
and look at, much less buy, a tree that was so
different. What I did know is that if we did not sell
these things, I would have some mighty big, dense
trees to shear next summer with little prospect of
selling them as Christmas trees. Yikes!! (This is
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(Continued on page 20)
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Virginia’s Finest Christmas Trees
The Virginia's Finest Trademark Program is proud
to celebrate 20-years of excellence, promoting the
development of Virginia agriculture and specialty
food products. Virginia's Finest highlights top
quality Virginia-produced and processed products,
including Christmas trees, snacks, candy, nuts,
cider, meats, and produce. The Virginia's Finest
Program is one of the most highly regarded
marketing tools in the Commonwealth and really
gives Virginia producers an added advantage in
the marketplace.
Consumers recognize the
familiar Virginia's Finest "checkmark" and trust
that Virginia's Finest products have been deemed
the best of the best. That’s because only Virginia
products that meet or exceed quality standards
are part of the Virginia's Finest Program. Specific
industries recommend, create and update the
quality standards. All Virginia’s Finest products
are approved by the Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services.

gourmet and specialty
shops, grocery stores
and university gift
shops.
To discover
Virginia’s
Finest
exceptional offerings,
explore a complete list
at www.vafinest.com.
Participation in the quality-based trademark
program is voluntary and open to all Virginia
agricultural producers and food processors who
consistently meet specific quality standards. For
additional information about Virginia’s Finest
companies, or about applying for Virginia’s Finest
product designation, call 1-800-284-9452 or log on
to www.vafinest.com.

The Virginia’s Finest standards for Virginia
Christmas trees were approved in April 1989.
During the first year, 19 Christmas tree producers
joined the Virginia’s Finest program.
The
standards were updated in July 2007 at the
request of the Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association. Interest in the program has grown
throughout the years and as of April 2009, 60
Christmas tree producers have been deemed
“Virginia’s Finest.”

b) Butt trimmed; except for trees graded "on
the stump"

Virginia’s Finest Christmas tree producers often
utilize Virginia’s Finest point of sale items to help
market and showcase their trees. The camera
ready art of the Virginia’s Finest trademark comes
in a variety of sizes that can be used in
combination with current logos, in advertisements
and in-store signage. There are a number of other
Virginia’s Finest items that are offered exclusively
to participants, including Virginia’s Finest banners,
stickers and price cards, as well as door and
window decals. Retailers across Virginia use the
Virginia’s Finest banners to help draw attention to
Virginia’s Finest products.

i) Handle length, unless otherwise specified,
shall not be less than 6 or more

Virginia’s Finest products are sold on Christmas
tree farms, in nurseries, farmers markets, gift,
15

VIRGINIA'S FINEST Christmas Trees consists
of trees that meet the following requirements:
a) Characteristics typical of the species;

c) Normal taper;
d) Fresh;
e) Fairly clean;
f) Healthy;
g) Well shaped;
h) Not less than medium density;

than 1 - % inches for each foot of tree length.
For trees graded "on the
stump," handle length will not be a
requirement of the guidelines in inches.
j) Three faces with not more than 2 minor
defects.
k) Size ranges as designated in "SIZE"
Section above.
I) Virginia's Finest Christmas Trees shall have
no tolerances as related to
size, handle length or defects.
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Time On My Hands

(Continued from page 3)

write an article for every issue of Pines and Needles. This is the reason I have been on the Board of
VCTGA for 6 years. This is the reason I attend almost every annual meeting and have for 20 years. I
am alarmed that if we don’t get some more new members and begin to get some growth in our
organization, we are doomed to go out of business in a few years as we are spending more money
every year than we are taking in through our dues and annual meeting registration fees. Each member
needs to put their thinking cap on and help us figure out a way to increase our membership. There are
about a hundred of us members and if each of us could only get one new member to join, our future
would be more secure than it has been in years. Let’s all get out and do what we can. We need more
folks writing articles for the newsletter. We need all our members to get their farms listed on the Tree
Farm Directory on the web site, not just 60% or so like we have now. Don’t you all realize that the more
nice pages we have on the tree farm directory with lovely pictures showing folks having fun on our
farms may just bring us new members who want to join in and enjoy our association? We constantly
need new people who can serve on the board. Volunteer to be on committees to assist the board. Now
is the time to act! If something doesn’t change soon we will cease to exist as an organization and
something really great will be forever lost to us all. I for one would miss it………..very, very much!

Now’s the time to checkout the VCTGA Website
Don’t wait till fall! Check your farm’s listing and web page on the VCTGA website and send any
updates to Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org. While you’re there, check out the VCTGA annual
meeting information and all the other great resources. Go to www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org now!
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Governor Kaine Announces Findings Of Economic Impact
Study On The Industry Of Agriculture/ Forestry
Governor Timothy M. Kaine unveiled a new
comprehensive study, revealing that Virginia
agriculture and forestry contribute about $79 billion
annually to Virginia’s economy.
“This affirms the strength and importance of these
industries and represents a significant increase from the
last study, done 10 years ago, when the combined
impact was $47 billion,” Governor Kaine said. “The
agriculture and forestry sector is an economic engine
that drives much of the economic activity in other
Virginia industries, such as manufacturing, retail and
wholesale trade, as well as public and private services.”

a role in making Virginia's economy strong through
scientific forestry and in conjunction with forest
industries."
Todd P. Haymore, Commissioner of the Virginia
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services,
said that promoting the economic growth and
development of Virginia agriculture is the
Department’s top priority.

“In 1998 when we did the last study, agriculture’s
contributions were $36 billion annually, and now they
are $55 billion,” Haymore said. “That shows significant
growth for our industry, and we will do everything we
The study, an initiative of the Secretary of Agriculture can to help Virginia farmers and producers move more
and Forestry, was led by Dr. Terry Rephann of The of their products into the global marketplace so that this
Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service at the upward trend continues.”
University of Virginia. It found that agriculture
accounts for more than $55 billion of that $79 billion
total, and forestry contributes more than $23 billion
each year If you take into account other areas of
activity such as recreational opportunities, wildlife
habitat, ecosystems services, agritourism, wine tourism,
horse events, and agricultural festivals that were not
part of the Cooper Center study, the total impact would
be several billion dollars more than $79 billion.
More than 500,000 people, or one of every 10
employed Virginians, is either directly or indirectly
working in this sector of our economy More than
144,000 of those jobs are related to forestry, and more
than 357,000 are related to agriculture.
Nearly 21 million acres, or 82 percent, of the
Commonwealth’s total land area is forest, cropland, or
pasture and range. Additional land is forested parkland
and public open space. In 2006, Virginia’s farms
generated an estimated $2.7 billion in cash receipts, and
forest landowners received nearly $350 million for
harvested timber.
"For almost 100 years, the Virginia Department of
Forestry has helped protect and develop healthy,
sustainable forest resources for the benefit of all
citizens of the Commonwealth," said Carl E. Garrison
III, State Forester of Virginia.” We are honored to have
A full copy of the study, as well as an Executive Summary, is posted on
the VDACS Web site at www.vdacs.virginia.gov/news/eis.shtml and on
the Forestry Web site at www.dof.virginia.gov .
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Donations needed for the 50th
Annual VCTGA Auction.
One of the highlights of the VCTGA Annual Meeting
is the fund raiser auction.
Over the years,
thousands of dollars have been raised to help
provide scholarships to Va students interested in
forestry, Christmas Tree and other agricultural
careers.
Every year there are interesting and useful goods
and services donated by members, vendors and
other businesses available to the highest bidder.
We need your help gathering donations for this
years auction. Please ask your local merchants and
businesses if they will donate items or services to
our organization, or bring some items of your own
(Christmas Tree related or not).
Please help make our 50th the best auction ever!
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Opening Season (Continued from page 13)

You’re Invited!

To the VCTGA 50th Birthday party at the
2009 Annual Meeting in Blacksburg Va

August 27—29, 2009.
Mark your calendar now and go to

www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org

in lieu of a more
colorful exclamation
that
wo u ld
be
inappropriate for a
family-oriented
periodical.)
For
these
reasons,
I
made it a point to
take every customer
over for a face-to-tree
introduction with both
Murray and Blue Ice
cypresses. I guess
this little introduction
worked, because 131
(54%) of the 243
trees we sold were
cypresses. It is possible that the excellent sales of
cypresses was due to the fact that they accounted
for a high percentage of our tallest and fullest trees
rather than that people simply liked their look as a
Christmas tree. However, quite a lot of customers
expressed a strong interest in buying one of them
immediately upon being introduced to the tree.
They did not even want to bother going to look at
the traditional conifer trees. So, I’m hopeful we
have a good seller here. I guess we’ll find out for
sure next year. By the way, we first learned about
growing and using cypresses as Christmas trees
from a presentation at the annual meeting of the
VCTGA six or seven years ago. Especially after
our selling experience this past season, we are
very glad we learned about the cypresses because
it expands the range of tree choices we can offer
our customers, and it appears that they like them.
Sharon and I have now tried both a Murray and a
Blue Ice cypress for our own Christmas tree and
have been very pleased with the way they hold
lights and decorations, and with how well they hold
up during the holiday season. I described our
experience with a Blue Ice as a Christmas tree in
Pines and Needles (Spring 2008).
To Be Continued…. Look for the rest of Steve’s
story
on
the
VCTGA
website
www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org, or in the
Summer 2009 issue of Pines and Needles!

for all the details!
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Classified Ads
Vans Pines Nursery Inc. West Olive, MI
Conifer Jiffy Plug Liners
 Conifer Plug Plus Transplants
 Deciduous Seedlings
Free Catalog Call 1800-888-7337
or www.vanspines nursery.com


For Sale:
10—15 foot White Pines trees sheared every
other year. Suitable for wreath or roping.
Contact Cindy Haygood at Glenthorn Farm
Cindy@gfsb.org 804-366-0076

For Sale:
7—11 foot Frazer Fir trees
Contact Bobby Miller 336-982-7445

For Sale:
Drill Machine for Yule stand system with drill
bit and collar. $300.00
Call 540-885-3008

For Sale:
Antique one Horse Sleigh!
Also Carry—all for 3 point Hitch on small
tractor.
Call Fred Wagoner
336-620-1590
Wanted:
Someone to plant Christmas Trees on 4+/acres of land in Wythe County, VA.
email Scott Adams:
adamss@bellsouth.net
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VCTGA Board of Directors
President

One-Year Directors

Two Year Directors

Tim Williams

Billy Cornette - Internet Services

Robert O’Keeffe

Spruce Rock Farm
1104 Morningwood Ln
Great Falls, VA 22066-1609
Phone: 540-543-2253
TimothyWil@msn.com

Reed Island Farm Inc
715 Peacock Dr
Hillsville VA 24343-4315
Ph: 276-766-3134
Cell: 276-733-6699
billy@virginiachristmastrees.org
rounders3@embarqmail.com

Rifton Farm and Nursery
240 Rifton Ln
Pilot, Va 24138-1576
Ph:(540) 651-8440
Rifton@swva.net

Past President
Sue Bostic - Grants

Steve Rhoades – Finance & Audit/
Governance

John Ensor

Joe’s Trees
Rt. 3 Box 1014
New Castle VA 24127
Home Phone: 540-864-8258
Farm Phone: 540-544-7303
Fax: 540-544-7595
joestrees@pemtel.net

Mountain View Farm
13400 Joy Rd
Lusby MD 20657-2639
Phone: (410) 326-0604
sarhoades1@juno.com

487 Crow Mountain Rd
Stanardsville, Va 22973-3229
Ph:(434) 990-1999
GreenMeadowsFrm@aol.com

Vice-President
Tim Williams

Tommy Naylor

Charlie Conner

Northlake Christmas Tree & Nursery
7326 Meadowbrook Rd
Benson, NC 27504-8273
Ph: 919 894-3524
Fax: 919 894-3524
tenaylor07@embarqmail.com

Mountain Magic Christmas Trees
970 Snider Branch Rd
Marion, Va 24354-6562
Ph:(276) 783-7732
conner@vt.edu

Committee
Richard Kreh – Scholarships

Industry Advisors
Kyle Peer

1309 Scenic Dr
Stuart VA 24171-2739
Phone: 276-694-3072
rckreh@embarqmail.com

VA Tech Dept of Forestry
PO Box 70
Critz VA 24082-0070
Phone: 276-694-4135
eduadvisor@virginiachristmastrees.org

Spruce Rock Farm
1104 Morningwood Ln
Great Falls, VA 22066-1609
Phone: 540-543-2253
TimothyWil@msn.com

Treasurer
Jeff Miller
Horticulture Management Assoc.
383 Coal Hollow Rd
Christiansburg VA 24073-6721
Ph: 540-382-0943
Fax 540-382-2716
jbmiller@swva.net

National Advisor
John Carroll
Claybrooke Farm
207 Fairway Dr
Louisa, VA 23093-6522
Phone: 540 872-3817
claybrookefarm@verizon.net

Secretary/Newsletter
Jeanie Francis
2252 Windsor Ave.
Roanoke VA 24015-2206
Phone: 540-343-8284
newsletter@virginiachristmastrees.org

Pines & Needles
Published Quarterly
by Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association
January, April, July and October

Greene Meadows Farm

Danny Neel
VDACS Regional Marketing Development
Manager
250 Cassell Rd
Wytheville VA 24382-3317
Phone: 276-228-5501
danny.neel@vdacs.virginia.gov

All members are encouraged to
contribute articles, photos, questions,
comments, helpful hints and advice.
David Robishaw
Advertisement design and layout
VDACS Regional Marketing Development
services available.
Manager
900 Natural Resources Dr Ste 300
Charlottesville VA 22903-2982
Phone: 434-984-0573
david.robishaw@vdacs.virginia.gov

